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Appendix A: Introduction
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Table County Municipal Solid Waste Collection Per Adobe Excel
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Table MSW Collected by Generator Type in Florida Adobe Excel
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Table Total Tons of MSW Materials Predicted to be Adobe Excel

3A Collected (2017)

Table Total Tons of MSW Managed in Florida Facilities  Adobe Excel
4A

Table Final Disposition of MSW in Florida Adobe Excel
5A

Appendix B: Recycling and Waste Reduction
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Appendix C: Waste-to-Energy, Landfills and Special

Waste
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1C
Table  Florida Construction and Demolition Debris Adobe Excel
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3C
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Appendix E: Department’s Solid and Hazardous Waste

Staff

1E
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2F
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Adobe Excel
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DESKTOP. This file is 3.19 Megabytes (MB). It will take some time to
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If prompted, chose "save this program to disk™ option and then select
the desktop.

When the download completes, minimize your windows and double
click the file on the desktop you downloaded. This will start the
extraction program. It has a default destination, but you can change
the folder if you wish.

Double click on a specific PDF file in that folder to open that chapter
or file. Or, use the <File>= <Open> command once inside the acrobat
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Executive Summary

Florida’s population in 1998 was 15,000,475. In that year, 24.8M tons of municipal solid waste
(MSW) were collected. Fifty-one percent of that MSW was generated from commercial establish-
ments and 49 percent from the residential sector. Fifteen counties generated 77 percent of the
MSW collected.

Of the total MSW collected in 1998, approximately 16 percent (3.8M tons) was combusted into en-
ergy and gases, 28 percent (6.9M tons) was recycled, and 56 percent (14.1M tons) was disposed in
landfills.

There was an apparent dramatic drop in the statewide recycling rate from 38% (1997) to 28%
(1998). However, DEP attributes most if not all of that drop to more accurate measuring methodol-
ogy first employed in 1998 rather than to any real change in recycling activities throughout the
state. In recent years, even before the use of the revised measuring methodology, the percentages of
MSW recycled and combusted had flattened out while landfill disposal had begun to increase.

The major components of the MSW stream in 1998 were paper (26 percent), construction and
demolition debris (23 percent), and yard trash (14 percent).

Counties with population greater than 75,000 were required to meet a 30 percent waste reduction/
recycling goal by the end of 1994. In 1998, nine of 35 eligible counties had met this goal. All
counties are required to recover a majority of the newspaper, glass, aluminum cans, plastic bottles
and steel cans from their waste stream. In 1998, none of the counties met the goal for all five mate-
rials. Thirty-three percent have achieved the goal for one or more of the materials and 16 percent
for two or more of the materials.

Local governments have received over $342M in solid waste grants and awards since 1988. In FY
1998-99, counties were awarded $10.0M in Recycling and Education Grants. Local governments
and customers receiving recycling services spent about $10.08 of their own dollars for every $1 pro-
vided by State grants in 1998.

Florida has 299 curbside recycling programs that collect over 21 different types of materials. Over
8.5 million Floridians had curbside recycling available to them in 1998. Scheduled recycling serv-
ice was available to 51 percent of commercial establishments while on-call service was available to
35 percent.

A 1999 study estimated that over 32,000 people were employed in some recycling capacity in Flor-
ida, with 51 percent of those jobs in the private sector.

Florida has 56 Materials Recovery Facilities, 158 Recovered Materials Processing Facilities, and
eight permitted composting facilities.

Pollution Prevention (P2) is another key component of Florida’s waste reduction program. Since its

inception in 1988, Florida’s P2 program has assisted more than 450 Florida businesses in eliminat-
ing or reducing the generation of hazardous waste and toxic releases to Florida’s environment.

Solid Waste Management in Florida



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

» Florida has the largest capacity to burn MSW of any state in the nation and is host to 13 Waste-to-
Energy (WTE) facilities. In counties with these facilities, the average percentage of waste burned
was 27 percent in 1998. Each day that year an average of 15,393 tons of MSW was combusted.
Combined, Florida’s WTE facilities have the capacity to generate over 500 megawatts of electricity
daily.

» Florida has 61 Class I landfills, 1 Class II landfill, 34 Class III landfills, 92 C&D debris disposal fa-
cilities, and 69 land clearing disposal facilities. 85 percent of Class I landfills in Florida are pub-
licly-owned.

« Tipping fees at Class I landfills vary from county to county, ranging from $23.00 per ton to $92.00
per ton. The statewide average tipping fee per ton of MSW for Class I landfills is $42.47.

» In 1998, approximately 175,000 tons of waste tires were collected and 76 percent of them were re-
cycled or burned as fuel.

e Approximately 50,000 tons of biomedical waste was generated in Florida in 1998. In 1999, 14
commercial biomedical waste treatment facilities were permitted in the state.

*  The amount of mercury reaching Florida’s MSW via household batteries and mercury-containing
lamps and devices was estimated to be less than 6 tons in 1998, down from an estimated 12 tons in
1995.

» Cathode Ray Tubes from television and computer monitors are estimated to be the second largest
source of lead in Florida’s MSW, exceeded only by the combined category of vehicular lead acid
batteries and small sealed lead acid batteries.

»  Public Used Oil Collection Centers accepted nearly 2.5M gallons of used oil in 1998, estimated to
be about 34 percent of the used oil generated by Do-It-Yourselfers. In 1998, 93.7M gallons of used
oil and oily wastes were collected. In that year, 18.5M used oil filters were collected (36 percent of
the total estimated to be generated in Florida) and 9,272 tons of steel were recovered.

» State Agencies and Universities recycled nearly 1,903 tons of paper in 1998 generating over
$43,000 in revenues from its sale. The number of recycled content items on State contracts exceeds
1,000.

» Despite a 50 percent litter reduction goal adopted by the 1993 Legislature, the amount of litter in
Florida increased 17 percent according to a study in 1997.

» Numerous State Agencies and non-profit organizations have worked together to improve the way
Florida manages its waste, for example:

Department of Management Services managed the State’s procurement efforts for recycled-content
products and operated recycling programs in State owned and operated buildings throughout Flor-
ida;

Department of Health provided training to the local regulated community on proper procedures for
biomedical waste management;

Solid Waste Management in Florida



CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION

Figure 1: Florida Population Growth (1830 - 2020)
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Florida added 10.2 million people, with over one third of this growth taking
place during the 1980’s. By 1990, Florida had become the fourth most populous
State, even with a decrease in the growth rate. It is expected to hold this position
through the year 2020, when the population is predicted to be between 17.5 and
23 million people (the low and the high growth projections shown in Figure 1).
The official state population for 1998 was 15,000,475.

Understanding the Data and Its Validity

Information reported for years 1988 through 1994 refer to data collected during a
State Fiscal Year (SFY), July 1 through June 30. Since 1995, data has been
collected and reported on a Calendar Year (CY), which is January 1 through
December 31. This distinction is noted in the appropriate tables and figures
throughout this report.

State Fiscal Year
vs. Calendar Year

Some of the numbers reported for recycled material which are used to calculate
the recycling rate for the counties are based on waste composition studies as
reported by the counties. Some of these studies may be outdated and may not
accurately reflect the amount of county waste generated. This distinction is noted
in the appropriate tables and figures throughout the report.

Prior to CY 1995, recycling data was collected by county managers via surveys of
local public and private sector facilities then forwarded to FDEP. Starting in CY
1995, recycling data for 12 material types was provided directly to FDEP from
recyclers via the Recovered Materials Dealers Certification and Reporting
Program (discussed in Chapter 2). County managers continued to carry out
surveys to gather recycling data on materials not covered under this program.

6 Solid Waste Management in Florida



CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION

This year (2000), the Department implemented a Construction and Demolition
material reporting mechanism which provided more accurate accounting of waste
material being managed than in previous years. This new mechanism uncovered a
greater amount of MSW being managed than was previously known. As a result,
when that new data was factored into 1998 data, the calculations for the
percentage of materials recycled showed decreases, while the percentages of
materials disposed showed increases. A detailed explanation can be found in
Chapter 2, under the Materials Recycled section.

How much Municipal Solid Waste is collected?

From 1989 through 1996, the State demonstrated a steady growth in the amount of
municipal solid waste (MSW) collected. In 1991, about 19.5 million tons of
MSW were collected in Florida. This is equivalent to 8.3 pounds per day per
person or 1.5 tons per year per person collected in the State of Florida. In 1998,
about 24.9 million tons of MSW were collected in the State. This is equivalent to
saying the average person generated 9.1 pounds per day in 1997.

@ For county specific information, reference Tables 1A, 2A and 5A in the

J‘_} appendices or at: http://www.dep.state.fl.us/dwm/documents.htm

As might be expected, the county with the largest population, Dade, collected
more MSW in 1998 than any other county in Florida. In fact, with 3,419,768 tons

collected for the year, Dade exceeded the collection of the next largest county, 15 counties .
Broward, by over 1,259,779 tons. The ten most populated counties accounted for ~ 8enerate 77% of
Florida’s MSW

71 percent of the total tons of MSW collected statewide, and the 15 most
populated counties accounted for over 77 percent of the total tons of MSW
collected.

Table 1: MSW Collected by Generator Type in Florida in CY 1998!

Collected Jan 1, 1998 - Dec 31, 1998 Population: 15,000,475
Generator Collected Percent Total Population Pounds per
Type Tons Total Tons  Units® Served® Capita per Day
Residential 8,694,449 35 4,344,712 11,252,804 3.18
Single Family*

Residential 3,379,538 14 2,350,635 4,677,764 1.23
Multi-Family®

Commercial 12,783,994 51 521,904 14,712,922 4.67
State Totals 24,857,981 100 7,217,251 14,712,922 9.08

' This table is a compilation of data reported by each county. Significant digits have not been addressed.

“ Includes apartments, condominiums and others.

“ Includes government and institutional

" Number of generator type reported by all the counties.

” Total units times residents per unit: Single Family - 2.59, Multi-Family - 1.99 and Commercial - State Population

Solid Waste Management in Florida



Table 6B: County Recycling* in Florida
By Descending Adjusted Recycling Rate

1 10029 DNoes 21 10090

Adjusted MSW Minimum 5 Materials Recycling (%) °
County Recycling | Population [Population 4 Recycling (%) News- | Glass Aluminum| Plastic Steel
Rank Rank UnadjustedAdjusted | papers Cans | Bottles | Cans

Lee 1] 11] 405,637 38 38 59 22 29 21 100]
Duval 2 7 753,823 37 37, 54 77 24 14 49
Taylor 3 53 19,527 36 36 11 0 16 11 0
Palm Beach 4.5 3 1,020,521 35 35 50 26 53 11 58|
Alachua 4.5 19 211,403 35 35 56 76 17 20 15
Saint Lucie 6.5 22 183,222 40 34 41 64 57 34 19
Sarasota 6.5 14 316,023 34 34 84 94 32 21 20
Marion 8 17 242,357 32 32 22 14 28 1 1]
Citrus 9.5 30 112,424 31 31 39 26 41 9 6
Putnam 9.5 36 71,454 31 31 26 0 16 14 2
Polk 11 8 465,858 37 30 28 6 21 13 2
Volusia 12 10 420,431 30 29 48 33 21 24 15
Hillsborough 13 4 942,322 28 28 61 37 38 21 78
Hernando 16 28 125,008 27 27 65 16 1 4 1]
Martin 16 29 119,370 37 27, 63 40 19 18 14
Lake 16 21 196,073 27 27 53 12 16 9 20
Brevard 16 9 465,825 43 27, 42 27 16 22 7
Orange 16 6 824,095 27 27 36 8 42 12 13
Leon 20.5 18 233,232 39 26, 44 5 21 9 8
Charlotte 20.5) 26 133,655 26 26 57 63 50 29 34
Sumter 20.5 41 47,907 26 26, 53 35 17 6 29
Broward 20.5) 2 1,460,890 26 26 73 75 20 91 11
Manatee 24 16| 247,028 32 25 17 29 24 6 17
Calhoun 24 62 13,572 25 25 0 0 3 0 3
Columbia 24 37 55,368 25 25 12 4 27 3 4
Pinellas 26 5 892,178 24 24 33 13 98 17 97
Santa Rosa 28.5 33 107,814 27 23 29 3 16 2 2
Monroe 28.5) 34 85,646 24 23 42 20 20 19 35|
Indian River 28.5 32 106,690 40 23 75 26 18 27 7
Dade 28.5) 1] 2,090,314 23 23 31 40 8 20 41
Collier 32 20 210,095 22 22 47 9 49 69 7
Highlands 32 35| 80,458 22 22 35 12 9 3 3
Suwannee 32 45 33,746 22 22 7 1 31 0 17
Bradford 34 49 25,355 21 21 21 6 13 4 3
Gilchrist 35.5 63 13,140 20 20 9 11 46 6 9
Okeechobeg 35.5 44 35,059 20 20 7 0 15 0 0
Madison 37, 54 19,277 19 19 8 2 10 3 3
Gulf 39 57 14,260 27 18 3 7 2 0 2
Escambia 39 15 296,164 18 18 11 0 16 0 0
Seminole 39 12 345,166 18 18 93 17 10 13 9
Union 41 60| 13,459 17 17, 11 4 16 3 3
Holmes 43.5) 56 17,949 16 16 0 0 10 0 11]
Wakulla 43.5 55 19,828 16 16 100 56 18 37 16|
Glades 42 65 9,875 16 16 14 0 0 1 0
Osceola 43.5 25 148,712 16 16 40 6 4 2 1
Franklin 43.5) 64 10,739 15 15 21 19 7 17 87
Lafayette 47 67 6,998 15 15 37 11 0 7 100
Clay 47 27 134,534 15 15 77 8 13 18 10|
Saint Johns 47 31 109,894 15 15 55 3 5 3 2
Okaloosa 50 23 175,568 14 14 20 15 12 1 16|
Nassau 52 38 54,538 13 13 11 5 1 0 0
Dixie 52 61 13,196 13 13 0 0 35 0 0
Pasco 52 13 321,074 13 13 17 18 9 23 24
Levy 55 46 32,416 12 12 22 12 26 0 0
Bay 55 24 147,496 12 12 0 0 12 0 0
Hardee 55 50| 22,801 12 12 0 7 21 0 0
Gadsden 57, 39 50,820 11 11 91 14 37 11 23
Jefferson 58.5| 58| 14,207 10 10 20 5 0 5 0
Hamilton 58.5 59 14,120 10 10 3 0 0 0 0
Baker 61 51 21,131 9 9 15 2 10 4 3
De Soto 61 48 27,927 9 9 26 4 19 1 0
Flagler 61 42 43,441 9 9 17 0 1 0 0
Washington 63 52 21,319 8 8 5 2 15 19 16|
Liberty 64 66 7,708 7 7 30 10 6 5 10
Walton 65 43 38,304 5 5 0 0 31 1 100
Jackson 66 40 49,670 4 4 2 0 0 1 6|
Hendry 67, 47 30,364 3 3| 1 0 0 1 0
State NA| NA[__5,913,450| 28 28| 44 30 22 18 30]

*Percentages are based on Waste Composition Studies as reported by each County.
For further discussion of the data's validity, see page 6 of the Introduction.
< Official 1998 Governor's Office estimates.
~ The Legislature established a goal of 30 percent by the end of 1994 for each county with a population over 75,000.
" The Legislature established a goal of 50 percent for these materials by the end of 1994 for each county. FDEP 1/25/01
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CHAPTER2: WASTE REDUCTION AND RECYCLING

Waste Reduction and Recycling

Introduction
Waste Reduction is an integral part of Florida’s municipal solid waste (MSW) Waste reduction is
management system. Waste reduction in Florida is measured by assessing the measured as

amount of waste that is not being combusted in one of the State’s waste-to-energy  disposal reduction
facilities or buried in one of its landfills. The most recognizable form of waste

reduction in Florida is recycling. Section 403.706, Florida Statutes, established

two goals for waste reduction and recycling:

* Counties with populations greater than 75,000 were required to meet a 30%
adjusted waste reduction rate for all MSW by the end of calendar year 1994.
Counties with populations below 75,000 could elect to provide residents the
“opportunity to recycle” in lieu of achieving the 30% reduction goal.

* All counties were required to initiate a recycling program designed, at a
minimum, to recover a majority of the newspaper, glass, aluminum cans,
plastic bottles and steel cans from the solid waste stream.

Is Florida Reducing Its Waste?

When assessed on a per capita basis, the level of waste disposed has been
steadily declining in past years (Figure 8). This year, however, the total amount
of MSW being reported as disposed is greater than last year. This is primarily

Figure 8: Florida’s MSW Recycling and Disposal per Capita
(July 1, 1989 - December 31, 1998)
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CHAPTER 2. WASTE REDUCTION AND RECYCLING

because the Department implemented a Construction and Demolition material
reporting mechanism which provided more accurate accounting of waste material
being managed than was heretofore available to the Department. This uncovered
a greater amount of MSW being managed than was previously known, while the
tons of materials recycled changed little in either a positive or negative direction
(other than C&D material). As a result, the calculations for the percentage of
materials recycled showed decreases, as did the calculations for the per capita
amounts of recycling. Conversely, the calculations for the percentages of
materials disposed showed increases.

Measuring Florida’s progress towards waste reduction requires a “base year” to
be determined. However, the Florida Legislature has not defined one. Using
FY88-89 as the base year, only 17 counties met the 30 percent waste reduction
goal by 1998. Using FY92-93 as the base year, only 13 counties met the goal in
1998. On a statewide basis, Florida has at best only achieved a per capita waste
reduction rate of 27 percent.

=y For specific waste reduction progress, reference Table 2B in the ‘ ’[ﬁ lg
‘ __[/:/ig appendices or at: http://www.dep.state.fl.us/dwm/documents. htm. =

Figure 9: Total Tons of MSW Managed by Florida Facilities (1990 - 1997)
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When progress towards the waste reduction goal is assessed as a function of total
tons managed (versus per capita), the State’s progress toward waste reduction
becomes less clear (Figure 9). The total amount of MSW being managed by
disposal facilities appears to be on the increase since 1995. This trend may
simply be a function of the State’s rapid population growth. With roughly 700
new residents a per day, Florida’s waste reduction program cannot keep pace.

16 Solid Waste Management in Florida



CHAPTER2: WASTE REDUCTION AND RECYCLING

“Recycling” as a proxy for Waste Reduction

Although Florida Statute 403.706 establishes a goal for waste reduction, the
language is commonly interpreted by the legislature, state agencies, local
governments and the general public as a recycling rate. Because growth in
recycling approximates Florida’s progress towards waste reduction, the balance
of this report will focus on an analysis of the State’s recycling rates.

» Florida’s Recycling Program

Florida collected 24.8M tons of MSW 1998. Of that amount, 6.9M tons were
recycled. Recycling is defined by Florida Statute 403.703 as any process by
which solid waste, or materials which would otherwise become solid waste, are

Figure 10: State Diversion Goals and Deadlines
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States use
different methods
to calculate
recycling rates

Floridians achieved
an unadjusted
recycling rate of
28% in 1998

collected, separated, or processed and reused or returned to use in the form of raw
materials or products. Recycling is an important strategy in Florida’s plan to
reduce the amount of waste material being landfilled annually.

Recycling goals and deadlines for 41 states and the District of Columbia are
reported in Figure 10. The various state goals range from 65 percent for New
Jersey to 20 percent Maryland. It should not be assumed that a higher numerical
goal in one state is harder to reach or represents more recycling than a lower goal
in another state. Various states use different methods of calculating progress
towards their goal. For example, some states allow automobile recycling to count
towards their goal, while others (including Florida) do not. Over the past several
years, various states and the USEPA have attempted to standardize recycling and
waste reduction accounting processes nationwide. This effort has been frustrated
because numerous state statutes define solid waste terms and formulas in various
ways, while the federal government has no authority to impose any particular
accounting process on the states.

Table 3 (opposite page) summarizes the recycling data for 19 categories of | ’[ﬁ g
material collected in Florida in 1998. The amount recycled through publicly- —==%=
owned versus privately-owned facilities is broken out for each material type. The
recycling rate for each material is shown in the far right corner. Upon first
glance, several rates might appear much lower than numbers published through
industry trade groups. For example, Florida reports a 22 percent recycling rate for
aluminum cans, whereas the national industry estimate is 56 percent. This
discrepancy might be explained by considering that the waste composition
analyses of many Florida counties have not been updated in several years. This
could result in an artificially high estimate of the amount of aluminum cans in the
MSW stream and thus a lower recycling rate. Another explanation may be that
the “bottle bill” states (those states that offer a return deposit on bottles) have
such a high recycling rate that it pulls the national average up.

The focus of this report is the data presented by each of Florida’s counties. That
data shows the “unadjusted” recycling rate for 1998 to be 28 percent and the
“adjusted” recycling rate to be 28 percent. A discussion of the distinction
between adjusted and unadjusted follows.

Progress Toward Meeting the 30 Percent Recycling Goal

Florida Statute 403.706(4)(a) requires that no more than one-half of the 30
percent waste reduction/recycling goal can be met by a combination of certain
special wastes: yard trash, white goods, C & D debris, tires, and process fuel.
Process fuel is composed of pre-treated yard trash, wood and paper waste used in
process boilers.

A county’s unadjusted recycling rate is calculated by dividing the weight of
recycled MSW by the total weight of MSW. Recycling rates are then adjusted

18 Solid Waste Management in Florida
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CHAPTER 2. WASTE REDUCTION AND RECYCLING

to reflect the statutory requirements for special wastes. The adjusted recycling
rate is determined by first calculating the percent of special wastes recycled.
Divide the total weight of special wastes recycled by the total weight of all MSW.
If the result is less than 15 percent, no adjustment is needed. If the result is
greater than or equal to 15 percent, take the unadjusted recycling rate percent,
subtract the percent of special waste recycled, and add 15 percent. The result will
be the adjusted recycling rate. Figure 11 represents Florida’s annual progress in
recycling.

Special Wastes
recycling can
count towards half
of the goal

Figure 11: Annual Adjusted and Unadjusted Recycling Rate (CY 1998)
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After a dramatic increase from 1989 to 1995, and a leveling off of the rates from
1996 to 1997, Florida’s adjusted and unadjusted recycling rate has dropped to 28
percent. As far as the Department can tell, this drop is attributable more to
improved accounting methods than any real change in recycling activities
throughout the state. As mentioned earlier, the Department implemented a
Construction and Demolition reporting mechanism which allowed for more
accurate accounting of material being managed. The C&D reporting mechanism
uncovered a greater amount of MSW being managed, which resulted in recycling
rates decreasing and disposal rates increasing.

All counties under 75,000 population are exempted by statute from having to
reach the 30 percent recycling goal. Of the 35 counties over 75,000 population,
only 9 met the recycling goal in 1998. Eleven more counties reported rates
between 25 and 28 percent.

‘ ﬁ !i For county specific information, reference Table SA in the appendices or
at: www.dep.state.fl.us/dwm/documents. htm
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Table 4: Counties with Population Greater than 75,000

Figure 12: Recycling in Florida’s Counties (CY 1998)

(CY 1998)
PINELLA:
Qourty Regydiing Recyding (%9
Rark(Ad) | Pooustion " | Unediusted | Adiusted 2

1|Dade 14 2,090,314 23 23

2 Browerd 1 1,460,890 2% 2%

3|PamBeach 3 1,020,521 K K FALN BEACH

4{Hillsborough 9 M2.32 3 P

5 Pirellas 13 892,178 24 24

6|Orange 10 824,095 27 27

7|Duval 2 753,823 37 37

8 Pok 7 465,858 37 30

9 Brevard 10 465,825 43 27
10/\\Vdusia 8 420431 30 2
11|Lee 1 405637 3B 3B .
12{Seminde 16 345,166 18 18 Q&g /‘
13{Pasco 2 321,074 13 13 b&
14| Sarasota 4 316,023 K7} K7}
15 Escarbia 16 2%,164 18 18
16/ Manatee 12 247,028 K7 25
17|Merion 5 242,357 K7 2
18{Leon 1" 233232 3 2%
19| Alachua 3 211,403 35 35
20| Collier 15 210,095 2 2
21|Lake 10 196,073 27 27 ) ) ) )
22l Saint Lude 4 183222 40 % Counties with a poopulathn >75,000 which
23 Okaloosa 18 175568 14 1" have met the 30% recycling goal.
g?;ymda f; ::j;:‘?‘i? ::é ::é (kllounties with a poptilation > 75,000 which

ave not met the 30% recycling goal.

26|Charlotte 1 133,655 2% 2%
27|Qay 18 134,534 15 15 Counties with a population < 75,000 which
28/Hemando 10 125,008 27 27 have recycling rates of 30% or greater.
29 Mertin 10 119,370 37 27
30l Gitrus 6 112424 3 3 |:| Counties with a population < 75,000 which
| Saint Johns 18 1008%4 15 15 have recycling rates < 30%.
32|Indian River 14 106,690 40 PA]
33 Santa Rosa 14 107,814 27 23
34 Morroe 14 85,646 24 2
35 Hghlands 15 80458 2 2

1 1998 populations used by FDEP to allocate Recycling and Education (R&E) grants for the 1992000 grant cycle.
2 The Legislature established a goal of 30 percent by the end of 1994 for counties with a population over 75,000.
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No counties have
met the entire
“Minimum 5” goal

“Other plastics” is
least recycled
material

Progress Toward Meeting the 50% “Minimum 5" Goal

Like the 30 percent waste reduction/recycling goal, there is some disagreement as
to how the “Minimum 5 goal is to be interpreted. The law requires that local
programs be designed to recover the majority of the newspaper, glass, plastic
bottles, aluminum cans and steel cans (a.k.a. Minimum 5) from the waste stream.
One interpretation of the wording of this goal is that the only way to know if a
program is designed to reach the goal is when it is actually reaching it.

Figure 13: Florida’s Progress Towards Meeting the “Minimum 5” Goal
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In 1998, none of the 67 counties met the 50 percent recycling goal for all of the
Minimum 5 materials. However, 33 percent of all the counties have achieved the
goal for one or more materials, 16 percent for two or more materials. In 1998,
only 18 counties met the goal for newspaper, six counties met the goal for steel
cans, four counties met the goal for aluminum cans, seven counties met the goal
for glass, and no county met the goal for plastic bottles. Figure 13 shows
Florida’s overall progress toward achieving the 50 percent recycling goal for each
material type since 1992.

». . For county specific information, reference Table 8B at:

‘ /[//J Iﬁ http://'www.dep.state.fl.us/dwm/documents. htm
e

Materials Recycled

Florida accumulated data on 18 categories of materials collected for recycling for
1998. See Figures 14 and 15. The highest individual material recycling rates
were yard trash at 26 percent, ferrous metals (not including steel cans or white
goods) at 18 percent, corrugated paper at 15 percent, and newspaper at 9 percent.
The lowest recycling rates were for “other plastics” at 0.14 percent, textiles at
0.31 percent, food waste at 0.68 percent, and “other paper” at 1.50 percent.
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