Chapter 9
MEETING CAPACITY NEEDS

A. INTRODUCTION

Health and Safety Code Section 25135.1 (d)(6) states that instead of identifying specific facilities
and sites, the County Hazardous Waste Management Plan (Plan) may include siting criteria to be
used in selecting sites for new hazardous waste management facilities. In that case the Plan must
also "designate general areas where the criteria might be applicable." These general areas are to be
shown on maps in the Plan.

The purpose of this Chapter is to describe the siting criteria and designate general areas where the
criteria might be applicable, to the extent possible. However, because of the small scale of the
maps (1" = 3 miles) and the fact that some of the criteria are not mappable, the maps cannot be
used to select a specific site for a facility. Before constdering any specific site for a facility, whether
in a designated area or not, each developer should consult the local jurisdiction for site specific
data. '

It is important to note that any proposed facility will be subject not only to the criteria included in
this plan, but also to the permitting process of the local jurisdiction in which the facility is proposed.
Local permitting processes may be more stringent than the County criteria and are likely to require
compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act and preparation of a risk assessment.

B. SITING CRITERIA

The siting criteria are intended to apply to siting decisions in unincorporated areas of the county as
well as in incorporated cities. They are to be used whenever a land use decision is required to site
and construct a new offsite multi-user hazardous waste management facility, significantly expand
or modify an existing hazardous waste management facility, or expand or modify an existing onsite
hazardous waste management facility to become an offsite facility for other generators.

Siting criteria have been developed to identify potentially environmentally appropriate locations for
hazardous waste management facilities. These criteria will help facility developers conduct a
preliminary screening of sites and understand the major issues of concern to the community. The
criteria developed for Alameda County include major requirements of federal and state laws and
regulations and of local planning documents. This should assist developers in finding locations that
are consistent with current legal and policy requirements.




Two categories of siting criteria have been developed for use in this Plan. They are as follows:

L

Conditional: Designated facilities may be located in areas that meet these criteria, if an
engineered solution can be found to mitigate potential incompatibilities between the facility
and surrounding land uses and/or potential impacts of the facility on its environment. Other
conditions could include funding an investigation, designing special mitigation features,
conducting a risk assessment to identify appropriate buffer zones, etc.

Exclusionary: Designated facilities cannot be located in areas described in these criteria
due to incompatibility between the facility and the surrounding land area, based on
environmental, public service/health, or land use constraints.

The critéria have been defined for three categories of facilities which have a potential to be sited in
Alameda County. The three types of facilities are as follows:

1.

Small-scale transfer and storage facilities: Facilities with wastestreams small enough to
be exempt from manifest requirements as described in California Health and Safety Code,
Division 20, Chapter 6.5, Article 6. Wastes from any given generator must not exceed a
total volume of five gallons or a total weight of 50 pounds. Household hazardous waste
collection facilities may be considered small scale at the option of each individual
jurisdiction.

Industrial transferlstorage/treatment facilities: Any hazardous waste management
facility which is not a small-scale transfer and storage facility or a residuals repository. This
facility category includes but is not limited to:

Manifested waste transfer station
Recycling facility

Aqueous treatment facility
Stabilization and solidification facility
Bioremediation

oo o w

Residuals Repositories: A hazardous waste disposal facility for collection of residual
wastes, defined as the residues from hazardous waste treatment facilities after treatment,
and other rrreducible stabilized or detoxified hazardous wastes.

Table 9-1 presents the criteria for each of the three categories of facilities described above.
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C. CRITERIA MAPPING AND
DESIGNATION OF GENERAL AREAS

AB-2948 and the DHS Guidelines require that counties which include siting criteria in their plans
must also identify "general areas where the criteria might be applicable" (DHS Guidelines, p. 3-11,
Sec. 25135.7 (a)(3), California Health and Safety Code).

Several of the criteria shown in Table 9-1 are not mappable due to lack of information, the scale of
the maps and/or the site specific nature of the criteria.

The mappable siting criteria are illustrated on Figures 9-1 through 9-8. Figures 9-1, 9-3, and 9-5
show land use, environmental, and high hazard/physical criteria, respectively, for small-scale
transfer and storage facilities and industrial transfer/storage/treatment facilities. Figures 9-2, 9-4
and 9-6 show the same criteria for residuals repositories. Figures 9-7 and 9-8 are composite maps
showing all areas meeting the mappable criteria for small-scale and industrial transfer/storage and
treatment facilities and residuals repositories, respectively. These are the designated general areas
where the criteria might be applicable.

The purpose of the siting criteria is to designate general areas only. Larger scale maps and/or field
investigations should be used by the developer to evaluate specific sites before permitting. Any
proposed facility meeting the general criteria will be required to comply with the California
Environmental Act and any applicable requirements of federal, regional, and local agencies and
jurisdictions, any of which may be more stringent than the general criteria included in this Plan.

The developer of a proposed facility will have to perform extensive evaluations to determine
whether a site satisfies all of the siting criteria.

D. THE APPEALS PROCESS

AB 2948 created a new process to appeal local land-use decisions concerning hazardous waste
management facilities (Title 22, Sec. 25199.10, California Health and Safety Code). It is intended
to provide a regional or statewide perspective to assure that the public health, safety and welfare
are adequately protected by new facilities, on the one hand, and on the other, to assure that an
environmentally sound facility needed to serve the local area is not inappropriately denied by a local
land-use authority. That is, the local area--Alameda County, its 14 cities and the JPA--is expected
to fulfill its commitment to approve facilities proposed which comply with these siting criteria
(including their conformance with local needs or inter-jurisdictional agreements). The state appeal
board has the Authority to overturn a local land-use decision concerning a multi-user hazardous
waste management facility which is found to be consistent with this Plan.
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NOTE TO READERS

ANY PROPOSED FACILITY MEETING THE GENERAL CRITERIA WILL BE REQUIRED
TO COMPLY WITH THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT; ANY
APPLICABLE REQUIREMENTS OF FEDERAL, REGIONAL, AND LOCAL AGENCIES;
AND THE PERMITTING PROCESSES AND POLICIES OF THE LOCAL JURISDICTION.
LARGER SCALE MAPS AND FIELD INVESTIGATIONS SHOULD BE USED TO
EVALUATE SPECIFIC SITES PRIOR TO PERMITTING. IN ADDITION, LOCAL
JURISDICTIONS SHOULD BE CONTACTED TO OBTAIN INFORMATION ON LOCAL
SITING CRITERIA AND PERMITTING PROCESSES. LOCAL CRITERIA MAY BE MORE
STRINGENT THAN THOSE INCLUDED IN THIS PLAN. THE NOTES THAT ARE
INCLUDED AT THE TOP OF FIGURES 9-1 THROUGH 9-8 LIST THE CONDITIONAL
CRITERIA THAT EACH DESIGNATED AREA MUST COMPLY WITH AND ARE AN
ESSENTIAL PART OF THE THESE MAPS.
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