
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
          

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meeting is wheelchair accessible. Sign language interpreter may be available upon five (5) days notice to 
510-891-6500. 

 

 I. CALL TO ORDER  

 II. ROLL CALL   

 III. ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT      

Page IV. CONSENT CALENDAR  (P&O & RB)  

1 1. Approval of the Draft Joint Minutes of January 28, 2015 (Wendy Sommer) 
 

Action 

5 2. Board Attendance Record (Wendy Sommer)  Information 

7 3. Written Report of Ex Parte Communications  Information 

9 4. Grants Under $50,000 (Wendy Sommer) Information 

 V. OPEN PUBLIC DISCUSSION 
An opportunity is provided for any member of the public wishing to speak on any 
matter within the jurisdiction of the Board, but not listed on the agenda.  Each 
speaker is limited to three minutes. 
 

 

 VI. REGULAR CALENDAR (P&O & RB)  

11 1. Annual Audit for Fiscal Year 2013/14 (P&O & RB)  
(Gary Wolff, Wendy Sommer, Pat Cabrera & Gina Peters) 

Review and forward the audit report to the Waste Management Authority, 
Recycling Board and Energy Council for acceptance and filing. 

 

Action 

65 2. Research on Degradation of Pharmaceuticals in Compost ("Will Bugs Eat Our 
Drugs?") (RB only) (Gary Wolff) 

Amend the Recycling Board Budget for FY14-15 to add $50,000 to Project 
2040, funded from the grants-to-nonprofits account balance, and authorize 
the Executive Director to enter into a grant agreement with the Lawrence 
Berkeley National Laboratory (or affiliated entity) to perform the research 

Action 

 
 
 

Planning & Organization Committee and 
Recycling Board Members 
 
 

Daniel O’Donnell, President 
Environmental Organization 
 

Tim Rood, 1st Vice  President 
City of Piedmont 
 

Toni Stein,  2nd Vice President 
Environmental Educator 
 

Adan Alonzo,  Recycling Programs 
 

Lorrin Ellis, City of Union City 
 

Greg Jones, City of Hayward 
 

Peter Maass, City of Albany 
 

Michael Peltz, Solid Waste Industry Representative 
 

Jerry Pentin, City of Pleasanton 
 

Steve Sherman, Source Reduction Specialist 
 

Minna Tao, Recycling Materials Processing Industry 
 

 

 AGENDA 
 

MEETING OF 
PLANNING AND ORGANIZATION COMMITTEE 

AND 
ALAMEDA COUNTY RECYCLING BOARD 

 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 
4:00 p.m. 

 

StopWaste Offices 
1537 Webster Street 
Oakland, CA 94612 

510-891-6500 
 

Via teleconference: 
Lorrin Ellis 

Hyatt Regency Chicago 
151 East Wacker Drive 
    Chicago, IL, 60601 

(312) 565-1234 
 



proposal attached, with minor adjustments if deemed necessary by the 
Executive Director.  

 

77 3. Presentations of Key Discards Management Projects (P&O & RB)  
(Wendy Sommer & Tom Padia) 

This item is for information only. 
 

Information 

 VII. OTHER PUBLIC INPUT  

 VIII. COMMUNICATIONS/MEMBER COMMENTS  
 

Information 

 IX. ADJOURNMENT  
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MINUTES OF THE JOINT MEETING OF THE 
ALAMEDA COUNTY WASTE MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY BOARD (WMA),   

THE ENERGY COUNCIL (EC), AND THE SOURCE REDUCTION AND RECYCLING BOARD (RB) 
 

Wednesday, January 28, 2015 
 

3:00 p.m. 
 

StopWaste Offices 
1537 Webster Street 
Oakland, CA 94612 

510-891-6500 
 

Via teleconference: 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I.  CALL TO ORDER 
First Vice President (WMA), Pauline Cutter, called the meeting to order at 3:04 p.m., and introduced and  
welcomed the new Board members. The new Board members are: Mayor Trish Spencer (Alameda), 
Councilmember Susan Wengraf (Berkeley), Councilmember Dianne Martinez (Emeryville), Vice Mayor Suzanne 
Lee Chan (Fremont), Shelia Young (Oro Loma Sanitary District), and Adan Alonzo (Recycling Programs). 

 
 

II.  ROLL CALL 
WMA, EC & RB 
County of Alameda    Keith Carson, WMA, EC (arrive 3:12 p.m., left 4:4:15 p.m.) 
City of Alameda    Trish Spencer, WMA, EC 
City of Albany     Peter Maass, WMA, EC, RB 
City of Berkeley     Susan Wengraf, WMA, EC (left 4:35 p.m.) 
Castro Valley Sanitary District    Dave Sadoff, WMA 
City of Dublin      Don Biddle, WMA, EC (left 4:30 p.m.) 
City of Emeryville     Dianne Martinez, WMA, EC 
City of Fremont     Suzanne Lee Chan, WMA, EC 
City of Hayward    Greg Jones, WMA, EC, RB 
City of Newark     Luis Freitas, WMA, EC (left 4:20 p.m.) 
City of Oakland     Dan Kalb, WMA, EC 
Oro Loma Sanitary District   Shelia Young, WMA 
City of Piedmont    Tim Rood, WMA, EC, RB 
City of Pleasanton    Jerry Pentin, WMA  
City of San Leandro    Pauline Cutter, WMA, EC 
City of Union City     Lorrin Ellis, WMA, EC, RB 
Environmental Educator    Toni Stein, RB (arrive 3:20 p.m.) 
Environmental Organization   Daniel O'Donnell, RB 
Recycling Materials Processing Industry Minna Tao, RB (arrive 4:05 p.m.) 
Recycling Programs    Adan Alonzo, RB 

Steve Sherman 
1400 J Street  

Sacramento, CA 95814 
510-773-2776 

 

Michael Peltz 
Arizona Biltmore 

2400 E. Missouri  Ave. , Rm. 1200  
Phoenix, AZ  85016 

602-955-6600 
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Solid Waste Industry Representative  Michael Peltz, RB (arrive 3:25 p.m. via teleconference) 
Source Reduction Specialist   Steve Sherman, RB (arrive 3:30 p.m. via teleconference) 
 

Absent: 
City of Livermore    Laureen Turner, WMA 
 

Staff Participating: 
Gary Wolff, Executive Director 
Wendy Sommer, Deputy Executive Director 
Debra Kaufman, Senior Program Manager 
Richard Taylor, Counsel, Authority Board 
Audrey Beaman, County Counsel 
Arliss Dunn, Clerk of the Board 
 

III. ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDENTS 
Recycling Board President O'Donnell announced the availability of grant funds to non-profits for waste 
reduction projects in Alameda County and encouraged Board members to take and distribute fliers to 
organizations in their respective districts. The application deadline is March 19, 2015 at 5:00 p.m. 
 

IV. CONSENT CALENDAR (WMA, EC & RB) 
 

1. Approval of the Draft Minutes of November 19, 2014       Action 
 (WMA & EC-Separate Votes) (Gary Wolff)    
  

2. Prop 84 Integrated Regional Water Management Grant, Round 2    Action 
 Resolution to Accept Grant (WMA only) (Gary Wolff, Teresa Eade & Wendy Sommer) 
  Adopt the Resolution attached. 
 

3. Approval of the Draft Minutes of December 11, 2014      Action 
 (RB only) (Gary Wolff & Wendy Sommer) 
 

4. Recycling Board Attendance Record (RB only) (Gary Wolff & Wendy Sommer)  Information 
 

5. Written Report of Ex Parte Communications (RB only) (Gary Wolff & Wendy Sommer) Information 
 

6. Minutes of the December 16, 2014 Technical Advisory Group (TAG)            Information 
 (EC only) (Gary Wolff & Wendy Sommer) 
 

Board member Freitas made the motion to approve item #1 of the Consent Calendar for the WMA Board. 
Board member Pentin seconded with the correction noted below and the motion carried 17--0 (Carson and 
Turner absent). 
(Correction: Board member Biddle volunteered to serve as an interim appointment, not Board member 
Pentin). 
 

Board member Kalb made the motion to approve the Consent Calendar for the Energy Council. Board 
member Ellis seconded and the motion carried 16-0 (Carson absent). 
 

Board member Jones made the motion to approve the Consent Calendar for the Recycling Board. Board 
member Ellis seconded and the motion carried 7-0 (Peltz, Sherman, Stein, and Tao absent). 
 
Board member Sadoff made the motion to approve item #2 of the Consent Calendar for the WMA Board. 
Board member Pentin seconded and the motion carried 17-0 (Carson and Turner absent). 
 

V. OPEN PUBLIC DISCUSSION (WMA, EC & RB) 
Ken Bukowski stated that he video records this meeting and other regional meetings and they are available at 
www.regional-video.com. 
 



DRAFT 

3 
 

 

 

VI.  REGULAR CALENDAR (WMA, EC & RB) 
  

1. Change in Officers for Fiscal Year 2014-2015  (WMA only) (Gary Wolff)   Action 
 Staff recommends that the Authority Board 'advance' Board members Cutter and Pentin to the 

  positions of President and First Vice President, and elect a Second Vice President for North  
  County. 
 

Mr. Wolff summarized the staff report. The report is available here: 
http://www.stopwaste.org/sites/default/files/meeting/Election%20of%20Officers.pdf 
 

Board member Pentin made the motion to advance First Vice President Cutter to the office of President. Board 
member Biddle seconded and the motion carried 19-0 (Turner absent). Board member Ellis made the motion to 
advance Board member Pentin to office of First Vice President. Board member Sadoff seconded and the motion 
carried 19-0 (Turner absent). Board member Maass made the motion to elect Board member Kalb to the office 
of Second Vice President. Board member Wengraff seconded and the motion carried 19-0 (Turner absent). 
 

2. Interim appointment(s) to the Recycling Board for WMA appointee unable to attend Action 
  future  Board Meeting(s) (WMA only) (Gary Wolff) 
  (P&O and Recycling Board meeting, February 12th at 4:00 pm - StopWaste Offices, 1537  
  Webster St., Oakland, CA) 
 

Mr. Wolff explained the Interim Appointment process to the new Board members. Any WMA member is eligible 
to serve as an interim appointment for any WMA member requesting such an appointment. The Board of 
Supervisors must appoint an interim appointment for Board of Supervisor appointees. Recycling Board 
members absent two meetings in a row or more than three meetings in a calendar year are automatically 
dismissed from the Recycling Board. Board members may attend via teleconference by providing the location 
information to staff.  
 

Board member Ellis requested an interim appointment for the P&O and RB meeting on February 12th. There 
were no volunteers available.   Board member Ellis will attend via teleconference.  
 

3. Countywide Integrated Waste Management Plan Factual Changes (RB only)   Action 
 (Gary Wolff, Wendy Sommer & Debra Kaufman) 
  Staff recommends that the Recycling Board review the proposed changes to the 
   CoIWMP, and the 5-year review report, and provide comments (if any). 
 

Debra Kaufman provided an overview of the staff report. The report is available here: 
http://www.stopwaste.org/sites/default/files/meeting/rb%20factual%20changes%20coiwmp%202015.pdf 
 

Board member Sadoff inquired if staff looked at remaining airspace with respect to the 34 years of landfill 
capacity. Ms. Kaufman stated, yes, each landfill was asked to provide information on their current remaining 
airspace. However, future years of airspace will depend on rates of compaction and actual fill rates.   
 

There were no actionable comments on this item. 
 

4. Overview of our Agency: Past, Present, Future (WMA, EC & RB) (Gary Wolff)  Information 
 

Gary Wolff provided a powerpoint presentation about the past, present, and future of the organization. The 
powerpoint presentation is available here: http://www.stopwaste.org/file/2129/download?token=TOf9YPvw 
 

A video recording of the presentation is available at the following url: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bph7tEyjK2k&t=22m15s          
 

Board member Kalb inquired about the new mattress recycling program. Mr. Wolff stated that as part of the 
agency supported EPR legislation, State legislation passed last year (SB 254 – Hancock), which requires mattress 
manufacturers to create a statewide stewardship plan  for discarded mattresses. StopWaste has provided a 

http://www.stopwaste.org/sites/default/files/meeting/Election%20of%20Officers.pdf
http://www.stopwaste.org/sites/default/files/meeting/rb%20factual%20changes%20coiwmp%202015.pdf
http://www.stopwaste.org/file/2129/download?token=TOf9YPvw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bph7tEyjK2k&t=22m15s
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$25,000 grant to DR3, a local non-profit mattress recycler that we have supported for year, to implement a pilot 
project. As part of the work, DR3 will coordinate with cities public works to identify hot spots where abandoned 
mattresses are often found, then tag them with a unique identifier. Financial incentives—or bounties—will be 
made available to small business waste haulers and recyclers, often referred to as the “mosquito fleet.” The 
bounty varies by mattress size: King - $12; Queen - $10; Full - $8; Twin - $6. In April,  data collected from the 
pilot program will used by the Stewardship Organization to decide if they would like to include a "deposit refund 
system" in their proposal to CalRecycle.  Board member Kalb stated that there should be an incentive to not 
illegally dump the mattress in the first place and questioned if this is included in the current project. Mr. Wolff 
stated that the results of the pilot project may persuade the stewardship group to  propose that each mattress 
have a deposit at purchase to fund a rebate when the mattress is at its end of life. However, StopWaste does 
not have the power to decide on a mattress stewardship plan for the state. 
 

Board member Cutter inquired as to the responsible party ticketing the mattresses. Mr. Wolff responded that 
some of the folks in the Stewardship group i.e. Rebecca Jewell, Waste Management, and Terry McDonald, DR3 
are responsible for the outreach efforts. Board member Cutter inquired about the contact person for reporting 
a mattress. Mr. Wolff stated he will accept any calls or emails and forward to the appropriate person.  
 

Board member Stein commented that it appears in the presentation that there is a clear end of life emphasis 
with respect to waste diversion and not an emphasis  on the life cycle of materials and how it affects diversion 
with respect to post consumer recycled content as well as push to ensure that legislation is passed so that post 
consumer recyclables are included for all State purchases, and that it is extended to all counties and cities.  
Board member Stein added with respect to recycled content purchasing, it is indicated in the presentation as 
being very important, yet including a mandatory requirement for recycled content at purchase doesn't appear in 
the picture. Additionally, we need to review the issue of sanitation and the effects on public health in our 
recycling message. Mr. Wolff responded that as the Boards review the individual projects over the next few 
months they can decide if there is a sufficient  emphasis on recycled content purchasing and extended producer 
responsibility, and that within Bay-Friendly Landscaping worker health is very important. In the project that 
includes reducing the purchasing  and creation of household hazardous waste (which is a waste reduction 
project) there's an emphasis on the reduction and purchasing of toxic pesticides, which is both a human health 
and environmental issue.  Board member Stein inquired if is feasible to impose a mandatory program for 
recycled content in purchases made in the County. Mr. Wolff responded that the program already exists with 
respect to purchases by the County. The County Charter currently includes that about 5% of Measure D funds is 
specifically for product purchasing either recycled content or environmentally preferred purchasing. This 
program also allows member agencies to piggyback on open purchase orders to buy products that meet the 
specification of the Counties EPP policies. Twice a year, GSA staff (Carolyn Bloede and Karen Cook) host a 
workshop for member agency purchasing staff to share their insights on environmentally preferred purchasing.  
 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS/MEMBER COMMENTS (WMA, EC & RB)     Information 
 

Board member Chan commented that the City of Huntington Beach is the first City in the nation to start the 
process of eliminating their plastic bag ban.   
 

Board member Maass inquired as to the status of the Alameda County Community Choice Aggregation (CCA) 
feasibility study. Ms. Sommer responded that the Board of Supervisors’ Transportation and Planning Committee 
is meeting on February 2nd to discuss the stakeholder and technical committee structure and composition for 
the CCA process.  
 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT (WMA/EC) 
The meeting adjourned at 4:40 p.m. 



 

G:\DATA\Boards\P&O-RB\Working Drafts\2015\Feb\RB Attendance Jan 2015 doc.doc 

2015 - ALAMEDA COUNTY RECYCLING BOARD ATTENDANCE 
 

 J F M A M J J A S O N D 

REGULAR MEMBERS 

A. Alonzo X            

L. Ellis X            

G. Jones X            

P. Maass X            

D. O'Donnell X            

M. Peltz X            

J. Pentin X            

T. Rood X            

S. Sherman X            

T. Stein X            

M. Tao X            

INTERIM APPOINTEES 

             

             

             

             

             

             

 
Measure D:  Subsection 64.130, F:  Recycling Board members shall attend at least three 
fourths (3/4) of the regular meetings within a given calendar year.  At such time, as a 
member has been absent from more than one fourth (1/4) of the regular meetings in a 
calendar year, or from two (2) consecutive such meetings, her or his seat on the Recycling 
Board shall be considered vacant.   
 
              X=Attended   A=Absent   I=Absent - Interim Appointed 
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DATE:  February 5, 2015 

TO:  Recycling Board 

FROM:  Gary Wolff, Executive Director 
  Wendy Sommer, Deputy Executive Director 
 
SUBJECT: Written Reports of Ex Parte Communications 

 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
Section 64.130 (Q)(1)(b) of the Alameda County Charter requires that full written disclosure of ex 
parte communications be entered in the Recycling Board's official record.  At the June 19, 1991 
meeting of the Recycling Board, the Board approved the recommendation of Legal Counsel that 
such reports be placed on the consent calendar as a way of entering them into the Board's official 
record.  The Board at that time also requested that staff develop a standard form for the reporting 
of such communications.  A standard form for the reporting of ex parte communications has since 
been developed and distributed to Board members. 
 
At the December 9, 1999 meeting of the Recycling Board, the Board adopted the following 
language:   
 Ex parte communication report forms should be submitted only for ex parte communications 
that are made after the matter has been put on the Recycling Board’s agenda, giving as much public 
notice as possible. 
 
Per the previously adopted policy, all such reports received will be placed on the consent calendar 
of the next regularly scheduled Recycling Board meeting. 
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Date:  February 5, 2015 
  
TO:    Authority & Recycling Board 
 
FROM:  Gary Wolff, Executive Director   
   Wendy Sommer, Deputy Executive Director 
 
SUBJECT: Informational Report on Grants Issued Under ED Signature Authority 

 
General Mini-grant and board agendas by giving the Executive Director authority to sign 
contracts and grant agreements less than $50,000. A condition of the new grant policy is that 
staff inform Board members of the small grants issued at the next regularly scheduled Board 
meeting.  

 

Grants – November 16, 2014 - January 15, 2015 

Reusable 
Transport 
Packaging 

Ghirardelli 
Chocolate 

Reusable collapsible totes for 
liquid ingredients, replacing 
cardboard boxes and wood 
pallets. Prevents 133 tons solid 
waste and 285 MTCO2E 
(metric tons of CO2 
equivalent). 

San Leandro, 
CA 

Final Report/ 
Site Visit 

$25,000 WMA 
(External 
funding) 

Reusable 
Transport 
Packaging 

WHCI 
Plumbing 

300 Reusable pallets. 
Replacing wood pallets, 
preventing 45 tons solid 
waste and 58.5 MTCO2E. 

Union City, CA Final Report/ 
Site Visit 

$10,000 WMA 
(External 
funding) 

Reusable 
Transport 
Packaging 

Trek Bicycle 
Corporation 

Replace single-use plastic 
bags with reusable mesh 
bags, combined with reusable 
totes, for internal bike 
components. 1.5 tons solid 
waste and 2.5 MTCO2E 
prevented.  

Waterloo, WI Final Report $3,500 WMA 
(External 
funding) 

Reusable 
Transport 
Packaging 

Finelite, Inc. Replace single-use stretch 
wrap for component rack 
with reusable custom tarp. 
Eliminates 2.4 tons solid 
waste and 2.0 MTCO2E. 

Union City, CA Final Report/ 
Site visit 

$3,500 WMA 
(External 
funding) 

Project  
Name 

Grant 
Recipient 

Project Type/Description  Location  Verification Grant 
Amount 

Board 
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Reusable 
Transport 
Packaging 

Boulder Valley 
School District 

Replace cardboard boxes with 
reusable totes for beef, 
potato and apple suppliers. 
Prevent 27 tons solid waste 
and 68 MTCO2E. 

Boulder, CO Final Report $10,000 WMA 
(External 
funding) 

Reusable 
Transport 
Packaging 

Terra Bella 
Family Farm 

Replace waxed cardboard 
with reusable totes for CSA 
customers using re-used totes 
from previous grantee. 
Prevents 15 tons solid waste 
and 83 MTCO2E. 

Pleasanton, CA Final Report $8,000 WMA 
(External 
Funding) 

Reusable 
Transport 
Packaging 

Whitefish 
Enterprises, 
Inc. 

Replace cardboard boxes with 
reusable totes for candle 
distribution. Prevents 2 tons 
solid waste and 11 MTCO2E. 

San Leandro, 
CA 

Final Report $2,925 WMA 
(External 
funding) 

Reusable 
Transport 
Packaging 

Fiddlehead 
Farms 

Replace waxed cardboard 
boxes with reusable totes for 
CSA customers. Prevents 23 
tons solid waste, 124 
MTCO2E. 

Corbett, OR Final Report $2,465 WMA 
(External 
funding) 

Reusable 
Transport 
Packaging  

Tesla Motors Replace cardboard, foam and 
stretch wrap with returnable 
steel racks. Prevents 1390 
tons solid waste and 847 
MTCO2E. 

Fremont, CA Final Report/ 
Site visit 

$10,000 WMA 
(External 
funding) 
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February 5, 2015  

TO:   Programs and Administration Committee 
   Planning and Organization Committee\Recycling Board 
 
FROM:   Gary Wolff, Executive Director 

Wendy Sommer, Deputy Executive Director 
Pat Cabrera, Administrative Services Director 
 

BY:   Gina Peters, Chief Finance Officer 

SUBJECT:  Annual Audit for Fiscal Year 2013/14 

 

BACKGROUND 

An external audit, required by law, is an independent examination of the financial statements 

prepared by the Agency. The external auditors’ responsibility is to express an opinion on whether 

the Agency’s financial statements give a “true and fair” view of the Agency’s state of affairs and 

operations for the fiscal year being examined.  

DISCUSSION 
 
Fiscal year 2013/2014 financial statements were audited by the auditing firm, Maze and Associates, 

and they expressed a clean unmodified opinion on the Agency’s financial statements. “In our 

opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the 

financial position of the Agency as of June 30, 2014 and the change in financial position and cash 

flows for the year ended in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United 

States of America.”  

The annual financial report was submitted to the State Controller’s Office - Department of Local 

Government Fiscal Affairs by the required deadline. There were no internal control deficiencies 

noted, however, the auditors proposed one audit adjustment to revise the amortization of Other 

Post-Employment Benefits (OPEB) assets to agree to the actuarial report. In 2012, the agency made 

a lump sum payment to satisfy its Net OPEB obligation. This resulted in a net OPEB asset. 

The audit report includes a Management’s Discussion and Analysis (MD&A) (pages 3-7) and should 

be read in conjunction with the audited financial statements. The audit report also includes a total 

Agency (WMA, Recycling Board and Energy Council) Statement of Net Position (page 9); total 
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Statement of Revenues, Expenses and Changes in Net Position (page 10); and total Statement of 

Cash Flows (page 11). On pages 25-30, the report shows the Statement of Net Position and the 

Statement of Revenues, Expenses and Changes in Net Position by Board and by fund.  

REVENUE & EXPENSES 
Total actual revenues minus the Revolving Loan Fund income, for FY 13/14 were $22,212,541, a 

10.8% reduction from mid-year estimates. The decrease is primarily attributed to the timing of 

grant funding (which is linked to grant related expenditures) and lower, property/wind related 

revenues than estimated. Total actual expenses excluding Revolving Loan Fund related expenses 

were $20,832,824, an 18.4% reduction compared to mid-year budgeted expenses due to the timing 

of grant related expenses as mentioned above.                        

REVOLVING LOAN FUND (RLF) 
The Agency collected $136,797 repayments from outstanding loans, bringing the balance of loans 

receivable to $240,786 from the previous year balance of $377,583. No loans were issued in FY 

13/14. 

NET POSITION  
The Agency functions as an Enterprise Fund and, as such, the difference between assets and 

liabilities is known as “Total Net Position”.   

The Authority’s Net Position as of June 30, 2014 was $38.3 million consisting of $12.9 million 

reserved for specific purposes by the Board; $5.9 million for outstanding contracts; $14.6 million in 

capital assets; and approximately $4.9 million was unreserved (this is the figure we used for the 

beginning available resources for the fiscal year 2014/15 mid-year budget adjustments). The Net 

Position is comprised of 46% cash, 38% invested in capital assets, and 16% other net assets (which 

includes the current value of previously paid off pension and other post employment benefits 

(OPEB) side funds).    

The Recycling Board’s Net Position (excluding revolving loans) as of June 30, 2014 was $5.7 million 

consisting of $0.7 million reserves; $1.7 million for outstanding contracts; and $3.3 million was 

unreserved (this is the figure we used for the beginning available resources for the fiscal year 

2014/15 mid-year budget). The Net Position is comprised of 138% cash offset by 38% other 

liabilities. 

The RLF Net Position as of June 30, 2014 was $2.1 million consisting of $0.24 million in loan 

receivables and $1.86 million designated for issuing loans and other related expenses. The net 

position is comprised of 90% cash 10% loan receivables and 1% other liabilities. 

The Energy Council’s Net Position as of June 30, 2014 was $1,077.  

FISCAL YEAR 2014/2015 
As required, we will be implementing GASB Statement No. 68 in the current fiscal year 2014/2015. 

Statement 68 requires that we report the net pension liability on the balance sheet. Our current 

best estimate is that this will reduce our Net Position by approximately $4.5 million. The agency 
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participates in a cost-sharing multiple-employer pension plan (Miscellaneous Risk Pool) and has 

initiated a request to CalPERS to prepare, for a fee, an actuarial study to identify in accordance with 

GASB Statement No. 68 the Agency’s proportionate share of the pool’s collective net pension 

liability. The net pension liability is the unfunded liability for pension benefits promised to current 

employees, retirees, and their beneficiaries. It is worth noting, however, that the currently 

unfunded liability is and has been, in practice, funded by a PERS-required higher than normal-cost 

employer contribution.  In that sense, the unfunded liability is a debt to PERS, scheduled to be paid 

off over a 30 year (or shorter, at our discretion) amortization period.   

RECOMMENDATION 

 

Review and forward the audit report to the Waste Management Authority, Recycling Board and 

Energy Council for acceptance and filing. 

Attachment:  Audit Report for FY13/14  
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DATE:  February 5, 2015  

TO:    Alameda County Recycling Board 

FROM:  Gary Wolff, Executive Director 

SUBJECT: Research on Degradation of Pharmaceuticals in Compost ("Will Bugs Eat Our Drugs?")  

 

 
BACKGROUND 

Alameda County has adopted first-in-the-nation legislation that requires pharmaceutical companies to 

develop and implement stewardship programs for unused pharmaceuticals.  The County also accepts 

for disposal pharmaceuticals through the existing countywide household hazardous waste program 

funded by our agency.  It is now possible for Alameda County residents to drop off unused 

pharmaceuticals at about 20 sites in the County. Once collected at a drop-off site, the pharmaceuticals 

are transported for high temperature (>1,200 F) incineration at an approved facility.  This is currently 

the only USEPA approved method for destroying pharmaceuticals.  

The citizens’ initiative known as Measure D that was passed in 1990 in Alameda County (creating the 

Recycling Board and a funding stream to support local recycling programs) included a ban on waste 

incineration and a funding provision for "planning, research, and studies directed at furthering the 

purposes of this Act."  Mr. Arthur Boone, one of the citizens who helped develop the Measure and a 

well-known and widely respected recycling advocate, previously requested that the Board fund a study 

of the potential for pharmaceutical destruction in compost piles.   

 

A scope of work and budget for this type of study is attached.  The work will be implemented by a 

highly qualified team of researchers affiliated with the Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory.  Dr. 

Gary Andersen, Senior Staff Scientist and Ecology Department Head, will be the Principal Investigator.  

The study will test the hypothesis that the accelerated levels of microbial metabolism that occur during 

the hottest phase of the thermophilic composting process will break down and ultimately consume all 

pharmaceutical compounds that are present. As a first step towards developing an alternative to 

incineration of pharmaceuticals, they propose to explore the destruction of pharmaceutical waste in 

compost piles by spiking the piles with various pharmaceutical blends and then monitoring the 

progress of compound destruction through advanced mass spectroscopy and other techniques. Dr. 

Andersen's team is already engaged in compost research at the proposed test facility in Nicassio; a 

facility that is registered as an experimental site with Marin County and the State Water Resources 
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Control Board.  Andersen's team has working relationships with staff of these agencies, as well as with 

staff at CalRecycle and USEPA.  

 

DISCUSSION  

This project is for scientific research.  Its results could show that controlled composting is capable of 

destroying a wide range of pharmaceutical compounds, or the opposite.  Or the study could lead to 

ambiguous results that would necessitate further research.  We explored the possibility of a larger 

study -- with less chance of ambiguous results -- funded in part by the San Francisco Department of the 

Environment (SFE), but despite initial interest they eventually declined on the grounds that they are 

not authorized to fund research.  In contrast, such research is explicitly authorized in Measure D.  Dr. 

Andersen tells us that there are other possible sources of funds for future studies, if the result of this 

study were promising but inconclusive.  I concur, because the water and wastewater industries are 

struggling with the existence of 'emerging contaminants' in both water supplies and wastewater 

discharges.  Research on emerging contaminants is growing, and has been well supported by 

government and charitable research foundations focused on water and wastewater.  However, little 

research has been done on the potential for destruction of these compounds in high-temperature 

compost piles.     

 

As reported to the Boards last month, our account balances (revenues already collected but not yet 

allocated for spending or designated in a reserve) are substantial.  The estimated fiscal year-end grants 

to non-profits account balance is $1,163,157, so the cost of $50,000 for this study is affordable.  

Authorizing this spending will increase our current fiscal year core budget, but it is a one-time 

appropriation that will not affect our future core budgets.   

 

RECOMMENDATION 

Amend the Recycling Board Budget for FY14-15 to add $50,000 to Project 2040, funded from the 

grants-to-nonprofits account balance, and authorize the Executive Director to enter into a grant 

agreement with the Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory (or affiliated entity) to perform the 

research proposal attached, with minor adjustments if deemed necessary by the Executive Director.  

   

Attached Research Proposal:  "The Fate of Pharmaceutical Compounds in Thermophilic Compost" 
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The Fate of Pharmaceutical Compounds in Thermophilic Compost 
 

Gary L. Andersen Project PI with Musahid Ahmed, Yigang Fang and Lauren 
Tom 

 
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory Berkeley,  

 
ABSTRACT 
 
Reducing waste that enters landfills is a cornerstone in developing a countywide 
strategy for environmental sustainability.  By a combination of eliminating 
material entering the landfill, reuse, recycling and composting Alameda County 
has become a leader in environmental stewardship towards the goal of 
mitigating climate change activity, reducing greenhouse gasses and providing a 
healthy environment for future generations.  Pharmaceuticals represent a special 
challenge without any satisfactory disposal solution.  When flushed down toilets 
or thrown into the garbage, active ingredients migrate to watersheds and 
eventually contaminate drinking water. The current alternative, and only 
method of disposal allowed by law, is to dispose of unused medications in one of 
the approved Alameda County Drug Disposal Sites.  Once collected at one of the 
sites the pharmaceuticals are transported for high temperature incineration at an 
approved facility.  The disadvantages of incineration of pharmaceutical waste 
includes the energy required for compete destruction of the waste in addition to 
the release of greenhouse gases and up to 180 milligrams allowable particulate 
matter per cubic meter into the atmosphere. This proposed study seeks to 
understand if a recently developed and optimized thermophilic composting 
method can serve as an alternative to the current incineration practice for the 
disposal of used pharmaceuticals.  We hypothesize that the rapid microbial 
metabolism in an active thermophilic composting process will be sufficient to 
degrade and consume pharmaceutical waste to a level that is safe for landscape 
application. We propose to spike defined concentrations of a set of selected 
pharmaceutical compounds and monitor decay during a complete thermophilic 
composting process.  We will use pre-consumer food waste, such as would be 
found in restaurants or grocery stores, as the compost source.  The fate of the 
pharmaceutical compounds will be measured over the course of a three month 
thermophilic composting process by an antibiotic sensitivity assay as well as by a 
series of advanced mass spectrometry methods developed in the Chemical 
Sciences Division of Lawrence Berkeley Lab. Our goal is to identify the impact of 
composting on the decay of pharmaceutical compounds that are likely to be 
found in drop-off drug disposal sites.  This information will be used for future 
monitoring strategies and to work with Federal, State, and Local regulators in 
developing a clear set of guidelines for future composting efforts. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
The case for compost: 
 
Disposal of organic waste through landfill or wastewater treatment generates 
significant quantities of greenhouse gasses and causes contamination of both soil 
and water through untreated and hazardous compounds.  In addition, recycling 
of carbon, nitrogen and other essential nutrients back into the biosphere is short-
circuited.  Organic material in landfill undergoes anaerobic decomposition with 
the evolution of methane and other greenhouse gasses as the primary respiratory 
route. Wastewater treatment also generates large amounts of greenhouse gasses 
and in the optimization of treatment seeks reduce or remove nutrients from the 
effluent.   
 
Current agricultural practices rely on the extensive use of chemical fertilizer, 
which is known to deplete other naturally occurring nutrients from the soil.  
Chemical fertilizer is also not sustainable as nitrogen is produced from fossil fuel 
using the Haber-Bosch process while increasingly scarce supplies of phosphorus 
and potassium are mined.  Application of chemical fertilizer dramatically 
increases agronomic yield in the short term while at the same time having the 
unintended consequence of significantly increasing indigenous soil microbial 
activity.  The increased microbial respiration releases large amounts of CO2 into 
the atmosphere and depletes the soil of trace nutrients. 
 
Much of the soil in Alameda County is poor in nutrients and plant fertility.  This 
may be due to years of spreading chemical fertilizers for lawn maintenance or 
destruction of the topsoil. A proven way of restoring fertility to the soil is the 
addition of organic compost as fertilizer.  As opposed to a rapid and short-term 
release of nutrients by chemical fertilizer, organic compost releases N, P, and K 
for long periods at rates comparable to what is used by the plants. Vegetables 
and fruits grown in nutrient depleted soil have measurably lower levels of 
vitamins and minerals.  Studies by Ryals et al. have demonstrated that the 
addition of compost to nutrient-poor soils dramatically increases the long-term 
incorporation of carbon into the soil as well as increasing soil water retention 
capability.   Their work demonstrated that compost amendments elevated soil 
respiration by an average of 18% and over three years net ecosystem carbon 
storage increased by 25-70% in addition to the direct addition of compost C.  
Poorly managed soils often go from greenhouse gas emitting systems to carbon 
sinks by the application of compost.  The California Air Quality Resource Board 
has recently approved a protocol for application of compost that will provide 
carbon credits to the landowner. 
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As a step towards limiting carbon emissions into the atmosphere, California 
legislation has mandated the reduction of the landfill waste stream.  Green waste 
from food or plant clippings in several municipalities of Alameda County has 
been successfully diverted to composting operations.  Without the input of 
paper, sludge and other organic wastes, green waste is free of heavy metals and 
other contaminants and more likely to be accepted for horticultural applications.  
Even with established green-waste composting programs, there are restaurants 
and supermarkets that still dump their waste to landfill.  Additional demand for 
compost could create a financial incentive to divert even more green waste from 
landfill disposal.   
 
One example of an application that would require significant amounts of 
compost derived from local urban food waste would be the application of 
compost to landscaped areas along the easements for California’s extensive 
roadway system.  The compost serves as a nutrient source and soil conditioner.  
This would allow for increased groundwater retention and restored soil fertility 
in the treated areas. Increased plant productivity and mitigation of greenhouse 
gases into the environment over an extensive area in California could help cities 
reach their goal of zero net emissions by 2020.    
 
We have developed a thermophilic compost prototype system that is currently in 
place in Marin County. This work, which has been conducted in conjunction 
with the County of Marin, the Marin Carbon Project and the National Park 
Service has demonstrated not only the effectiveness of the test method, but has 
demonstrated that, correctly managed, thermophilic digestion of green waste can 
achieve very high temperatures, well over 160 degrees F (70O C) for more than 
three weeks, well above current regulatory standards for conventional 
composting and levels regulators deem necessary for pathogen destruction. For 
these tests, green waste is mixed with straw, or wood chip bulking agents to 
maintain oxic (aerobic) conditions.  Fecal waste may be added, if necessary, to 
increase favorable C:N ratios. We have demonstrated the impact of these high 
temperatures on shifts in the microbial community and full quantification of 
microbial risks beyond those identified by current composting regulations, 
which we believe are essential for widespread acceptance of the process. 
 
Upon successful completion of the project that is the subject of this proposal, a 
logical next step for future work will be to study the impact of finished compost 
that may still contain low but allowable levels of pharmaceutical waste when 
applied to soil. We will assess the microbial community dynamics from the 
composting process to application of the compost to the soil and determine the 
fate of microbes and the pharmaceutical waste throughout the process. We 
measure the changes in microbial community composition, the reduction and 
elimination of human pathogens and changes in methane generating organisms 
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with the Berkeley Lab developed PhyloChip 
(http://esd.lbl.gov/research/facilities/andersenlab/phylochip.html).  The 
PhyloChip’s ability to conduct an overall census of the microbial population in a 
single test has already revealed many insights into microbial ecology of the 
composting process.  
 
The case for an alternative method for the disposal of used pharmaceuticals: 
Currently, most used or expired pharmaceuticals are dumped by individuals 
into their garbage or flushed down the toilet.  The resulting waste is transported 
to either landfill or a wastewater treatment plant.  In either case detectable levels 
of pharmaceutical waste have been detected to go into the watershed or 
municipal water system. 
 
Despite the increasing evidence of the presence of pharmaceuticals in the 
environment, the human risks are poorly understood. It was only after the 
development of liquid chromatography-tandem mass spectrometry in the 1990s 
that pharmaceutically active compounds could be detected in the environment.  
Recent advances mass spectrometry now allows for an even more precise and 
sensitive characterization of pharmaceutical compounds in water and soil.  
Studies by Halling-Sorensen found pharmaceuticals in both aquatic and 
terrestrial environments, especially in wastewater treatment plants.    These 
results were confirmed by Wiegel, who found that the river Elbe and its 
tributaries were contaminated with pharmaceuticals such as diclofenace and 
ibuprofen from a nearby municipal sewage treatment plant.  In Canada, 
Lissemore found that antibiotics and pharmaceuticals persisted in the watershed, 
including lincomycin, monensin and carbamazepine. 
 
A recently published study by the EPA examined 56 of the top active 
pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs) in a survey of 50 metropolitan wastewater 
treatment plants.  A variety of compounds related to blood pressure 
management were the most common APIs found, including valsartan, which 
was consistently found at the highest levels across all WWTPs.  Ibuprofen and 
antipsychotic drugs were also consistently found.  Wu was able to detect 
estriol/ethinyl estradiol and ibuprofen in water with a more sensitive LC-
MS/MS equipped with a HPLC for separation of the analytes.   
 
Alameda County has developed a program to dispose of unused medications at 
one of the approved Alameda County Drug Disposal Sites.  This program was 
recently aided by the passage of the “Secure and Responsible Drug Disposal Act 
of 2010” by the US Congress (S. 3397).  This law removed the restriction that only 
law enforcement could take back narcotics and controlled substances.  It is now 
possible for Alameda County residents to drop off unused pharmaceuticals at 
any of over 20 sites throughout the county.  
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Once collected at one of drop-off the sites, the pharmaceuticals are transported 
for high temperature (>1,200 F) incineration at an approved facility.  The 
disadvantage of incineration of pharmaceutical waste is that it has been 
demonstrated to produce a large number of pollutants from the combustion of 
the chemical compounds including fine particulates, NO2 and CO2.  Long-term 
exposures to these compounds have been found to present both acute and 
chronic health impacts on local residents as well as providing an increase in 
greenhouse gas emissions.   
 
A citizens’ initiative known as Measure D was passed in 1990 in Alameda 
County to support local recycling programs and initiate a countywide R&D 
program.  As part of Measure D, a ban on waste incineration was adopted for 
Alameda County.  We hypothesize that the accelerated levels of microbial 
metabolism that occur during the hottest phase of the thermophilic composting 
process will break down and ultimately consume all pharmaceutical compounds 
that are present. As a first step towards developing an alternative to incineration 
of pharmaceuticals, we propose to explore the possibility of using an optimized 
thermophilic composting process as a method for the destruction of 
pharmaceutical waste and monitoring the progress of compound destruction 
through advanced mass spectroscopy and other techniques.   
 
STUDY DESIGN 
 
Compost Set Up 
Green waste material will be taken to our study site in Nicassio CA where it is 
mixed with a defined amount of additional bulking agents (wood chips, 
sawdust, or straw) to maximize oxygen availability using a modified, 
agricultural vertical feed mixer. This optimizes moisture content and aerobic 
structure. The mixer includes scales to measure the correct ratio mix, and its 
output conveyor is modified to allow placement of the mixed material directly 
into the compost cell, thus eliminating handling and minimizing operator 
exposure to the waste. The piles are monitored for temperature, moisture, 
oxygen concentration, as well as methane, NO and CO2 emission with real-time 
monitoring probes connected to a central data logger. We have designed a test 
bed that consists of a series of modular enclosures (up to 9) each of which is able 
to accommodate approximately 2 cubic meters of compostable material.  The 
modular nature of the compost cells allows them to scale to any size of operation.  
At the current project site straw bales form the sides of the compost enclosures.  
We will construct 3 compost piles to serve as biological replicates for 
pharmaceutical decay measurements. 
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The Nicassio site is registered with the County of Marin and the State Water 
Resources Board as an experimental site for the composting of waste from all 
sources. We believe that working with regulators is essential as a first step for 
drafting reasonable regulations for the future. At the local level we are working 
with Mark Janofsky (MJanofsky@co.marin.ca.us) from the Marin County 
Department of Public Health.  We are also working with Reinhard Hohlwein   
(Reinhard.Hohlwein@CalRecycle.ca.gov) of the Permitting and Assistance 
Branch, Central Region Department of Resources, Recycling and Recovery in 
Sacramento.  We are also working with Jared Blumenfeld 
(blumenfeld.jared@epa.gov), Administrator for EPA’s Pacific Southwest Region 
(Region 9).  Communication at the local, state and federal level will ensure that 
regulators are knowledgeable of any progress we make through this project. 
 
To spike the compost piles, three liters of initial compostable material will be 
mixed with defined concentrations of three different classes of pharmaceutical 
waste.  The first will be a defined weight and volume containing a random 
assortment of pills provided by Stop Waste from one of the drop-off stations.  
The second and third class will be HPLC-grade antibiotic (Tetracyclin) and 
ibuprofen, respectively. All of the pharmaceuticals will be combined and 
solubilized in 600 ml of water.  An aliquot will be taken to measure the 
concentration of the active pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs) with a GC-MS/MS.  
The compostable material will be divided three ways and each liter will be mixed 
with 200 ml of the solubilized pharmaceutical solution and placed in a fine-mesh 
bag with attached cord. Each of the bags will be placed near the center of the 
replicate compost piles.  Two measurement for the first week and weekly 
measurements for the following 11 weeks will be taken for each of the three 
replicate spiked samples.  A control measurement will be taken for each replicate 
and time point adjacent to the mesh bag containing the spiked APIs to account 
for potential diffusion.  An additional control will consist of the targeted APIs 
spiked into a bag of fully composted material with minimal microbial activity 
and at ambient temperature.  This will measure the decay rate with marginal 
microbial activity. 
 
The goal of this project is to determine if it is possible to achieve at least 99.99% 
destruction and removal efficiency of the added pharmaceuticals by the 
thermophilic composting process.  This is the level of removal required by the 
EPA that must be demonstrated by a waste incinerator to receive an operating 
permit. 
  
Samples for Analysis 
 

Time Points 13 

Replicates 3 
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Pharmaceutical Mixes 3 

Inside/Outside of Bag Control 2 

Total Number of Compost Samples 234 

Additional Ambient Control 18 

Total Samples to be Characterized 252 

 
We will sample at 13 different time points, with 3 replicate compost piles, each 
containing 3 pharmaceutical mixes.  We will have a control for each sample taken 
from outside of the mesh bag that contains the pharmaceutical mixed with 
compost.  In addition, we will also take fully composted material and heat one 
hour to reduce the microbial population.  This material will be kept at room 
temperature with very little expected microbial activity.  We will calculate the 
reduction in pharmaceutical concentration from the beginning compared with 
the 12th week with 3 replicates for each of 3 pharmaceutical mixes. 
 
Analysis Methods 
We propose to use direct electrospray ionization mass spectrometry (ESI-MS), 
nanospray desorption electrospray ionization MS (nanoDESI-MS), and 
secondary ion MS (SIMS) to study the selected samples.  
 
ESI is capable of converting homogeneous sample extractions as well as sample 
solutions into singly and multiply charged ions, and introduce into a Q-TOF 
mass spectrometer for analysis.  This will provide the overall information on the 
components of the sample.  
 
A second method, nanoDESI, compared to ESI, requires minimal sample 
preparation, and provides additional spatial information. Solvent will be 
deposited on the sample surface via fine silica capillary, forming a tiny droplet 
for sampling, which then will be picked up and transferred by a secondary 
capillary to the vicinity of mass spectrometer inlet. Aiding with the high 
potential between the solvent and MS inlet, solvent will be quickly eliminated 
and nanospray will form.  This method would hold the most promise for 
eventually performing misprints in the field.  
 
The third method, SIMS, can achieve high-resolution imaging, thus provides 
more insights than ESI/nanoDESI. Samples will be pumped and dehydrated in a 
preload chamber before sending to a high vacuum chamber for measurement. A 
Bismuth ion gun generates ions to raster sample surface. The secondary ions will 
be collected and analyzed by a time-of-flight. 
 
A fourth method will be to use classic antibiotic sensitivity testing through a 
dilution method to measure the degradation of the antibiotic waste. 
Approximately one gram of the compost will be mixed with one ml of bacterial 

73



broth, allowed to diffuse for 10 minutes and centrifuged to collect the liquid 
containing the composted antibiotic.  Microdilution testing uses 0.05 ml liquid 
volumes in a microtiter plate format.  Serial dilution of the sample identifies the 
lowest concentration in which the antibiotic-sensitive bacterium is able to grow.  
 
Sample Preparation 
For ESI, the sample should be homogenous solutions, either being extracted from 
raw samples, or dissolving standard samples into certain solvents followed by 
filtration. 
For both nanoDESI and SIMS, the compounds of interest should be of solid 
“thin-layer” shape, situated on a glass slide or a silicon wafer. Every effort will 
be made to minimize the surface roughness. For nanoDESI, the sample will be 
directly examined with two closely positioned capillaries dragging a nanoliter-
sized droplet across the sample surface. For SIMS, it will be pumped down under 
vacuum to below 1x10-6 mTorr to remove moisture before loading into the main 
chamber for measurements.  
 
Prior to the start of this project we will confirm that all three spectroscopy 
methods are capable of specifically measuring the combined pharmaceutical 
waste and the spiked ibuprofen.  For the actual test, we will use the spectroscopy 
method that performed the best of the three for sensitivity and reproducibility.  
We will also confirm that the antibiotic sensitivity method can measure the 
antibiotic concentration. 
 
Deliverables: 
At nine months after initial receipt of funds we will provide a report and/or 
submitted scientific manuscript on the fate of pharmaceutical compounds in 
thermophilic compost to the Stop Waste Organization.  The results of this 
targeted study will serve as a guide to determine if the rate of pharmaceutical 
degradation in thermophilic compost is sufficient for consideration of large-scale 
destruction of pharmaceutical compounds and further research. 
 
BUDGET 
 
Personnel 
Gary Andersen Ph.D (Project PI) Senior Staff Scientist and Ecology Department 
Head will serve as overall coordinator of the project and will be responsible for 
project design and implementation.  He will ensure that all deliverables are met. 
 
Musahid Ahmed Ph.D Senior Staff Scientist for the Advanced Light Source and 
the Chemical Sciences Division is an internationally renowned expert on 
biological mass spectrometry. (http://www-als.lbl.gov/index.php/ring-
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leaders/870)  He has developed the techniques to use latest generation, most 
advanced mass spectrometry technology for detection of APIs for this project. 
 
Yigang Fang, Ph.D is a postdoctoral researcher for Dr. Ahmed. He will work 
with Dr. Ahmed to adapt the mass spectroscopy technologies to work in the 
thermophilic compost matrix. 
 
Lauren Tom is a research associate working for Dr. Andersen.  She will assist Dr. 
Andersen in thermophilic compost pile construction and obtaining samples for 
measurement.  
 
Total Labor Cost:  $40,000 
 
 
Materials, supplies and use time on the machines:  $10,000 
 
Total Project Costs: $50,000 
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DATE:  February 2, 2015 

TO:    Planning & Organization Committee/Recycling Board 

  Programs & Administration Committee 

FROM:  Gary Wolff, Executive Director 

  Wendy Sommer, Deputy Executive Director 

BY:  Tom Padia, Recycling Director 

SUBJECT: Presentations of Key Discards Management Projects 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

As a follow-up to the Agency history/Strategic Planning overview presented to the joint Board 

meeting on January 28 and as a prelude to the FY 15/16 Budget development and adoption, staff is 

planning to present highlights of key Agency programs to the P&O/RB and P&A Committees in 

February, March and April.  Key projects from the Discards Management arena will be presented in 

February, from the Product Decisions portfolio in March and from projects that span both areas in 

April. 

 

DISCUSSION 

Discards Management projects involve the disposition of products, packaging and materials at the 

end of their useful life.  The motto for Discards Magament is “Put it here, not there.”  The goal is to 

have less than 10 percent readily recoverable material in loads going to landfill by 2020.  Key focus 

areas include residential food scraps and compostable paper, commercial recyclables and 

compostables, and construction and demolition debris.  Target audiences include single and multi-

family residents, commercial/industrial/institutional waste generators, and K-12 students.   Project 

managers from a half dozen key projects and focus areas will present highlights to the Committees. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

This is an information item. 
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