
 

Meeting is wheelchair accessible.  Sign language interpreter may be available  upon five (5) days notice by calling 
510-891-6500.  Members of the public wanting to add an item to a future agenda may contact 510-891-6500.

I. CALL TO ORDER (WMA & EC)

II. ROLL CALL (WMA & EC)

III. ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDENTS - (Members are asked to please advise the
board or the council if you might need to leave before action items are completed)

Page IV. CONSENT CALENDAR (WMA & EC)

1 1. Approval of the Draft Minutes of May 27, 2015
(WMA & EC, separate Votes) (Gary Wolff & Wendy Sommer)

Action 

5 2. Property Update - Renewal of Leases on WMA Property (WMA only)
(Gary Wolff, Brian Mathews & Heather Larson)

The P&A Committee recommends that the Authority Board authorize the 
Executive Director to enter into renewals of agreements with Paulo Farms, 
Sprint, and T-Mobile per the terms described in the memo to the committee 
linked above, subject to approval as to form by legal counsel.   

Action 

7 3. Minutes of the May , 2015 Technical Advisory Group (TAG) (EC only)
(Gary Wolff, Wendy Sommer & Karen Kho)

Information 

V. OPEN PUBLIC DISCUSSION (WMA & EC)
An opportunity is provided for any member of the public wishing to speak on any
matter within the jurisdiction of the board or council, but not listed on the agenda.
Total time limit of 30 minutes with each speaker limited to three minutes.

VI. REGULAR CALENDAR (WMA & EC)

Authority Board (WMA) and Energy Council (EC) Members 
Pauline Cutter, WMA President & EC President  
City of San Leandro, WMA, EC 
Jerry Pentin, WMA 1st Vice President 
City of Pleasanton, WMA 
Dan Kalb, WMA 2nd Vice President,  EC 1st Vice President 
City of Oakland, WMA, EC 
Greg Jones, EC 2nd Vice President 
City of Hayward, WMA, EC 
Keith Carson, County of Alameda, WMA, EC 
Jim Oddie, City of Alameda, WMA, EC 
Peter Maass, City of Albany, WMA, EC 
Susan Wengraf, City of Berkeley, WMA, EC 
Dave Sadoff, Castro Valley Sanitary District, WMA 
Don Biddle, City of Dublin, WMA, EC 
Dianne Martinez, City of  Emeryville, WMA, EC 
Suzanne Lee Chan, City of Fremont,  WMA, EC 
Laureen Turner, City of Livermore, WMA 
Luis Freitas, City of Newark, WMA, EC 
Shelia Young, Oro Loma Sanitary District, WMA 
Tim Rood, City of Piedmont, WMA, EC 
Lorrin Ellis, City of  Union City, WMA, EC 

AGENDA 

MEETING OF THE  
ALAMEDA COUNTY WASTE MANAGEMENT 

AUTHORITY (WMA) BOARD,  
AND 

THE ENERGY COUNCIL (EC) 

Wednesday, June 24, 2015 

3:00 P.M. 

StopWaste Offices 
1537 Webster Street 
Oakland, CA 94612 

510-891-6500



11 1. Public Hearing and annual adoption of Fee Collection Report for the household
hazardous waste (HHW) Fee to be collected on the property tax roll (WMA only)  
(Gary Wolff & Debra Kaufman)

Staff recommends that the WMA Board hold a public hearing on the Fee 
Collection Report for FY15-16, and approve it with any appropriate 
corrections.    

Action/ 
Public Hearing 

13 2. Election of Officers for Fiscal Year 2015-2016 (WMA only) (Gary Wolff)
Staff recommends that the Authority Board elect officers for the 2015-2016 
fiscal year. 

Action 

3. Interim appointment(s) to the Recycling Board for WMA appointee unable to
attend future Board Meeting(s) (WMA only) (Gary Wolff)
(P&O and Recycling Board meeting, July 9th at 5:30 pm – Fremont Transfer Station,
41149 Boyce Rd, Fremont, CA 94538)

Action 

15 4. Legislative Positions -- Update for 2015 (WMA only)
(Gary Wolff, Debra Kaufman & Wes Sullens)

Staff recommends that the Waste Management Authority hear a staff update 
on AB 901 at the June meeting and share the attached support letter with their 
jurisdiction’s lobbyist and others as appropriate, after the meeting.  

Information 

19 5. Bay Area Regional Energy Network Contract Amendment #2 (EC only)
(Gary Wolff, Wendy Sommer & Karen Kho)

Adopt the Resolution attached. 

Action 

23 6. Election of Officers for Fiscal Year 2015-2016 (EC only) (Gary Wolff)
Staff recommends that the Energy Council elect officers for the 2015-2016 
fiscal year. 

Action 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS/MEMBER COMMENTS (WMA & EC) Information 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT (EC)

IX. CLOSED SESSION (WMA only)
PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT
(Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957)
Title: Executive Director
(confidential materials mailed separately)

X. ADJOURNMENT (WMA only)



DRAFT 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
ALAMEDA COUNTY WASTE MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY (WMA) BOARD,  

AND  
THE ENERGY COUNCIL (EC) 

 

Wednesday, May 27, 2015 
 

3:00 P.M. 
 

StopWaste Offices 
1537 Webster Street 
Oakland, CA 94612 

510-891-6500 
 

I.  CALL TO ORDER 
President Pauline Cutter (WMA & EC), called the meeting to order at 3:02 p.m. 
 

II.  ROLL CALL 
WMA & EC  
County of Alameda    Scott Haggerty, WMA, EC (arrived 3:25 p.m.) 
City of Alameda    Jim Oddie, WMA, EC 
City of Albany     Peter Maass, WMA, EC 
City of Berkeley     Susan Wengraf, WMA, EC  
Castro Valley Sanitary District    Dave Sadoff, WMA  
City of Dublin      Don Biddle, WMA, EC  
City of Emeryville     Dianne Martinez, WMA, EC  
City of Fremont     Suzanne Lee Chan, WMA, EC  
City of Hayward    Greg Jones, WMA, EC 
City of Newark     Mike Hannon, WMA, EC     
City of Oakland     Dan Kalb, WMA, EC (arrived 3:20 p.m.) 
Oro Loma Sanitary District   Shelia Young, WMA  
City of Piedmont    Tim Rood, WMA, EC 
City of Pleasanton    Jerry Pentin, WMA (arrived 3:12 p.m.) 
City of San Leandro    Pauline Cutter, WMA, EC 
City of Livermore    Laureen Turner, WMA 
 

Absent: 
City of Union City    Lorrin Ellis, WMA, EC 
 

Staff Participating: 
Gary Wolff, Executive Director 
Wendy Sommer, Deputy Executive Director 
Richard Taylor, Counsel, Authority Board 
Arliss Dunn, Clerk of the Board 
 
 

III. ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT 
President Cutter welcomed Councilmember Mike Hannon who was attending as the alternate for the City of 
Newark and Councilmember Jim Oddie, the new representative for the City of Alameda. Board member Young 
introduced Dan Walters as the new alternate for Oro Loma Sanitary District. 
 

IV. CONSENT CALENDAR (WMA & EC) 
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DRAFT 

1. Approval of the Draft Joint Minutes of April 22, 2015       Action 
 (WMA & EC-Separate Votes) (Gary Wolff)   
 

2. Minutes of the April 21, 2015 Technical Advisory Group (TAG)            Information 
 (EC only) (Gary Wolff, Wendy Sommer & Karen Kho) 
 

3. Grants Under $50,000 (WMA only) (Gary Wolff)      Information 
 

Board member Sadoff made the motion to approve the Consent Calendar for the WMA Board. Board 
member Biddle seconded and the motion carried 12-0 (Ellis, Haggerty, Kalb, Pentin, and Turner absent).  
 

Board member Rood made the motion to approve the Consent Calendar for the Energy Council. Board 
member Biddle seconded and the motion carried 12-0 (Ellis, Haggerty, and Kalb absent). 
 

V. OPEN PUBLIC DISCUSSION (WMA & EC) 
 

VI.  REGULAR CALENDAR (WMA & EC) 
  

1. FY15-16 Budget Adoption  (WMA only) (Gary Wolff & Pat Cabrera)    Action/ 
That the WMA Board hold a public hearing on the budget and then adopt the portion Public Hearing  
of the FY15-16 budget funded by the WMA Board, pursuant to the attached resolution  
(Attachment B). 

 

Gary Wolff provided a summary of the staff report. The report is available here: 
http://stopwaste.org/sites/default/files/meeting/15-16%20Budget%20Packet.pdf 
 

Board member Chan inquired if revenue from a possible conservation easement on our land can be used to pay 
down the unfunded pension liability. Mr. Wolff replied that this revenue can be used to support the mission of 
the agency and stated that he was unaware of any restriction with respect to pension liability, but deferred to 
legal counsel on this issue.  Authority Counsel Richard Taylor agreed with Mr. Wolff. Board member Chan 
inquired if the agency would need to appropriate funds if the Board decides to proceed with the plastic bag 
expansion and what is the procedure for doing so. Ms. Sommer stated staff would do a budget amendment and 
the $180,000 commitment from the Clean Water Program is applicable only if an ordinance expansion is 
adopted. The offer from the Clean Water Program would require that we and they enter into a Memorandum of 
Understanding for reimbursement of costs up to $180,000 if the ordinance is adopted. Staff will provide details 
to the Board on the process and the budget amendment in July.  Board Member Chan inquired if the $180,000 is 
adequate to cover program costs. Ms. Sommers replied no, staff anticipates first year costs at $215,000 and 
then will need to determine the cost for subsequent years. Board member Biddle inquired if we will need to 
look at eliminating or cutting back other programs. Mr. Wolff stated the Board could do that, or if the budget is 
increased, it will bring closer in time the day when the Board will have to consider an increase in fees or deeper 
cuts in the core budget than would be necessary otherwise.   
 

Board member Hannon inquired if revenue from fee enforcement is revenue from the fees themselves, or from 
penalties for failing to pay those fees.  Mr. Wolff replied it is primarily from fees owed as we have had to issue 
very few citations -- which is when penalties apply -- and the penalties collected have been a small percentage 
of total revenue collected through fee enforcement. Board member Hannon inquired if we have an estimate for 
uncollected revenue. Mr. Wolff replied based on the 2013 and 2014 calendar year data from the State 
Reporting System, missed revenue attributable to tons on the $4.34 facility fee within Alameda County is 
$300,000 to $600,000 per year.  Lost revenue is larger if any of those tons should have paid the Measure D fee 
or member agency franchise fees.  Board member Hannon commended staff on fee collection efforts and 
extended any support that the Cities can provide in this regard.  
 

Board member Cutter inquired how the agency allocates legal fees and if the line item is increased as we pursue 
other ordinances. Mr. Wolff stated yes it would increase the line item for legal fees if the Board votes to pursue  
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DRAFT 

expansion of the bag ordinance. Mr. Wolff added that legal fees are estimated by project, e.g. fee enforcement, 
the reusable bag ordinance, the mandatory recycling ordinance, legal review of all agency contracts as part of 
general overhead, etc.  Board member Cutter asked that Mr. Wolff get back to her with the variation in legal 
fees from last year to the proposed fiscal year.  Mr. Wolff stated that he would do so.   
 

Board member Biddle inquired when the revenue from San Francisco will cease. Mr. Wolff stated roughly in 
January 2016.  Mr. Wolff added that he has heard that Waste Management is still pursuing an extension of their 
disposal contract with San Francisco, and that he will keep the Board informed about the situation.   
 
Board member Biddle inquired if we should be looking at increasing reserves or creating new reserves to 
address our future budgetary shortfall. Mr. Wolff replied that the accumulated account balances are enough to 
cover estimated deficits in the next four fiscal years, but we have not asked the Board to take action to 
designate those account balances for that purpose.   
 

There were no comments from the public. Board member Turner made the motion to adopt the portion of the 
FY15-16 budget funded by the WMA Board, pursuant to the attached resolution (Attachment B). Board member 
Rood seconded and the motion carried 17-0 (Haggerty and Ellis absent).  
 

2. Proposed FY 2015/16 Budget (EC only) (Gary Wolff & Pat Cabrera)    Action/ 
That the EC hold a public hearing on the budget and then adopt the attached  Public Hearing 
attached resolution (Attachment C), which to maximize transparency readopts 
 the entire EC budget for FY 15-16. 

 
Wendy Sommer stated that the Energy Council continues to perform very well, and that performance was 
recognized recently by ABAG with an award for preserving and protecting the environment through the BayREN 
program. The program is performing four times as well as others across the State. Ms. Sommers added that she 
anticipates continuing to receive funding from the CPUC. Board member Biddle inquired if it will be difficult to 
project for future years. Ms. Sommers replied it may be but the current grants are for a period of two to three 
years and we are expecting to receive other grants this year.  
 

There were no comments from the public. Board member Rood made the motion to adopt the attached 
resolution (Attachment C), which to maximize transparency readopts the entire EC budget for FY 15-16. Board 
member Biddle seconded and the motion carried 15-0 (Haggerty and Ellis absent). 

 

3. Interim appointment(s) to the Recycling Board for WMA appointee unable to attend future Board 
Meeting(s) (WMA only) 
((P&O and Recycling Board meeting, June 11th at 4:00 pm – StopWaste Offices, 1537 Webster Street, 
Oakland, CA) 
 

There were no requests for an interim appointment.   
 

The Board adjourned to closed session at 3:25 p.m. and returned to open session at 3:45 p.m. 
 

4. CLOSED SESSION (WMA only): 
Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957 
PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE EVALUATION 
Title:  Authority Counsel 
(confidential materials mailed separately) 
 

There was nothing to report from the closed session. 
 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS/MEMBER COMMENTS (WMA & EC)      Information 
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Mr. Wolff acknowledged Supervisor’s Miley, Haggerty, and Carson for their tenacity and perseverance in the 
passage of the pharmaceutical bill. Mr. Wolff announced that over the next two months the WMA/EC agendas 
may include some very significant items such as funding more work about possible expansion of the bag 
ordinance, a conservation easement and property leases, etc., and encouraged the Board to attend or to 
arrange for their alternates to attend.  
 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT (WMA & EC) 
The meeting adjourned at 3:50 p.m. 
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June 17, 2015 

TO:  Waste Management Authority Board  
FROM:  Gary Wolff, Executive Director 
BY:  Brian Mathews, Senior Program Manager 

 Heather Larson, Program Manager II 
SUBJECT: Property Update - Renewal of Leases on WMA Property 
 
 
BACKGROUND 

The WMA owns approximately 1,600 acres of real property (Property) in eastern Alameda County.  
The WMA manages seven agreements for use of the property including a wind power easement, a 
residential tenant lease, two memoranda of agreement with government agencies (Bay Area Air 
Quality Management District, and the East Bay Regional Communication System Authority), a 
grazing license and two leases with telecommunications companies. 

The following three agreements are approaching the end of their terms.   

• Grazing License (Master) Agreement (Paulo Farms; expires 10/31/2015) 
• Electrical Trench Lease (Sprint Spectrum LLC, hereafter “Sprint”; expires 10/16/2016)  
• Communications Site Lease (T-Mobile; expires 7/31/2015)    

 
DISCUSSION 
On June 11th the Programs and Administration (P&A) Committee by a vote of 9-0 (Carson, Kalb and 
Turner absent) recommended authorizing the Executive Director to execute lease renewals per the 
memo to the P&A committee at http://www.stopwaste.org/Property/Lease/Renewals.pdf 
 
RECOMMENDATION 

The P&A Committee recommends that the Authority Board authorize the Executive Director to 
enter into renewals of agreements with Paulo Farms, Sprint, and T-Mobile per the terms described 
in the memo to the committee linked above, subject to approval as to form by legal counsel.   
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Energy Council 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY GROUP (TAG) 

 
Tuesday, May 15 2015 – 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm 

 
Attendance: 
City of Albany: Claire Griffing 
City of Berkeley: Billi Romain 
City of Dublin: Kathy Southern  
City of Emeryville: Nancy Humphry   
City of Fremont: Rachel DiFranco (phone) 
City of Hayward: Erik Pearson 
City of Livermore: Judy Erlandson (phone) 
City of Newark: Myvan Khuu-Seeman (phone) 
City of Oakland: Daniel Hamilton 
City of Piedmont: Kevin Jackson 
City of Union City: Avalon Schultz (phone) 
County of Alameda: Damien Gossett 
County of Alameda: Darryl Gray 
StopWaste: Heather Larson, Stephanie Stern, Wes Sullens, Candis Mary-Dauphin 
Guests:  Josh Geyer – HUD; Marcus Savage and Emily Goodwin – Ygrene Energy 
 

MEETING NOTES 
 

Board Updates  
• April Board meeting included brief EC budget overview, but there was no 

followup discussion or questions from the Board. 
• There will be no separate agenda item at the May 27 meeting, but Wendy will 

mention the ABAG Growing Smarter Together award  
 
CCA Updates (10 min) 

• County staff is working on committee structure. Challenges have arisen in terms 
of managing group, given its size and the Board’s desire to see more diverse 
representation  

• The County is looking to add about 5 more slots to the committee. 
• The County requested that Energy Council apply to the public committee. Staff 

submitted an application for an at-large seat but was not selected. 
• TAG members shared the current status of jurisdiction appointments to the CCA 

committee 
o Alameda County – Supervisor Scott Haggerty 
o Albany – Claire Griffing, Mayor Peter Maass alternate 
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o Berkeley – Mayor Tom Bates, Neil deSnoo alternate 
o Dublin – Not sure yet, maybe Roger Bradley 
o Emeryville – Council Member Dianne Martinez, Karen Hemphill alternate 
o Fremont – Dan Schoenholz, Rachel DiFranco alternate 
o Hayward – Council Member Al Mendall, Council Member Greg Jones 

alternate 
o Livermore – Council Member Steven Spedowfski  
o Newark – Council Member Mike Hannon 
o Oakland, Council Member Dan Kalb, Daniel Hamilton alternate 
o Piedmont – Council Member Tim Rood, Kevin Jackson alternate  
o Union City – Avalon Schultz, Public Works staff Richard alternate 

 
AB 758  

• Local Government meeting at CEC on May 7, with focus on strategy 1.7 
• Comments are due on the 21st of this month. StopWaste will submit content to 

be included in LGSEC comments  
• Slides from the CEC meeting are posted on Basecamp 
 

Local Government Challenge Grant 
• Guidelines will come out this summer 
• Daniel thinks there is an opportunity to get creative and think outside of the 

CPUC’s perspective on topics such as fuel switching and getting to net zero 
• Project examples featured at the meeting were not “out of the box.”  CEC may 

want to incentivize adoption of benchmarking policies and code compliance.  
• Oakland is in the process of drafting a ZNE building code, which would mean 

getting rid of natural gas in buildings, and has faced pushback from PG&E 
• PG&E may have been directed not to address fuel switching because of 

controversy over converting customers from less-expensive gas to more-
expensive electric. 

• CPUC is looking at emissions calculations for the first year, which look worse 
when utilizing all electricity if using Alquist Act methodology. Lifecycle projection 
may be one way of getting around this issue 

• StopWaste is taking a soft approach to addressing ZNE by including 
recommendations in the BAMBE Technical Assistance for certain types of owners 

 
Water-Energy grants  

• Two grants coming out with CEC and DWR – 
o  a direct rebate program , and  
o CA drought technology program 

• It looks like drought technology program could be a good fit 
• We did not receive the DWR water energy grant because our 

water savings were not competitive, even though energy savings were high.  
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Staff debriefed with DWR on the application. Top projects included inexpensive 
fixture giveaway programs and water utility infrastructure projects.   

 
Program Updates  

• Single family  
• (See single-family and multifamily hand-out on basecamp) 

o Held a training  at StopWaste and a  contractor event to increase 
contractor enrollment 

o Conducted outreach in April for earth month.  Will be doing at least 2 
more open houses in the fall. 

o Starting to work with realtors that will upgrade their own homes and 
then hold an open house and promote on social media 

o Testing out an approach called donate your savings – part of funds from 
saving go as a donation to a community group, and a part goes to Home 
Energy Analyzer.  

o StopWaste to invite CSE to demo the new statewide online tool (Planet 
Ecosystems) when it is launched  

• Multifamily  
o Outreach has begun for 2 workshops in June. Contact Candis if you’d like 

assistance with sending letters or emails. 
o  BAMBE received an ABAG award – Living Smarter Together 
o BAMCAP financing workshop was held in San Francisco – Lenders invited 

their clients, mix of property owners and Real Estate Brokers. 
• Codes and Standards  

o Energy code trainings are being scheduled.  Reach out to Wes or Candis if 
interested in having one done in your jurisdiction 

o A regional forum is happening in Fairfield on June 16th in the morning –
Theme is Energy Code Best Practices for small cities 

o Wes requested input on what kind of “reach code” support jurisdictions 
were interested in having BayREN develop.  

• Examples of using incentives for a voluntary reach code  
• Cool roofing – in what sectors is it be beneficial  
• Single measure reach codes if they provide a way to get around 

title 24 costs and complexity 
• Builders want an above code prescriptive list – clear, noncomplex 
• Berkeley required LEED or GreenPoint Rated certification for their 

downtown, because it’s in a priority development area.  
 

PACE Updates (60 min) 
• PACE program provider comparison matrix (Posted on Basecamp) 

o Stephanie will circulate final version  
o Oakland, Hayward, Union City, Alameda County are all going to Council 

next month to adopt resolutions for additional PACE programs.  
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o Piedmont just joined Open PACE, not much interest in joining more JPAs 
o Marin and Sonoma set based level expectations for providers to 

coordinate countywide 
o Concern about marketplace confusion with multiple PACE providers. 

Contractors are not likely to join all programs 
• HUD Multifamily PACE Initiative 

o Josh Geyer – HUD office of Economic Resilience gave a presentation on 
HUD’ involvement in PACE (See PPT on basecamp) 

o HUD is trying to figure out one can be done to increase the appetite for 
MF PACE.   

• Center for Sustainable Energy is developing a map to show which cities have 
which PACE programs operating.  On the residential side, each costumer will be 
able to type in their address and see which PACE providers apply. 

• TAG members not necessarily interested in having real time information on PACE 
participation, but after programs have matured. Would want city level data. 

 
• Soft Story Resiliency Initiative 

o PACE being used to meet seismic standards in Berkeley, Oakland and SF. 
Oakland soft story ordinance goes forward in June. City has mapped all 
affected buildings. Seven year phase in. 

o SF did an RFP for PACE program for soft story ordinance requirements 
o Hayward is interested in PACE soft story funding 

 
MEMBER COMMENTS  

• Civic Spark – will be included in next month’s agenda  
 

NEXT TAG MEETING: Tuesday, June 16 2015 from 1pm-3pm 
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DATE:  June 16, 2015 

TO:    Waste Management Authority (WMA) Board 

  FROM:  Gary Wolff, Executive Director 
 
  BY:  Debra Kaufman, Senior Program Manager 
     

SUBJECT: Public Hearing and annual adoption of Fee Collection Report for the household 
hazardous waste (HHW) Fee to be collected on the property tax roll 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
At the May 2014 WMA meeting, the Board adopted Ordinance 2014-01: "Ordinance 
Establishing a Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Collection and Disposal Fee", adopting a fee 
of no more than $9.55 fee per residential unit.1  The ordinance may be viewed at: 
http://www.stopwaste.org/sites/default/files/Documents/hhw-ordinance.pdf   

This will be the second year that the fee is collected and used to support existing and expanded 
activities at the four (Oakland, Livermore, Hayward, Fremont) HHW facilities.  The fee also 
supports up to twelve one day HHW events around the county per year and point of purchase 
outreach and education. To date, two one-day events have taken place, in San Leandro and 
Alameda.  Another six are being planned for by the end of October.  Since increasing hours and 
days of operation in January, 2015, participation has grown by 34%. Further growth in 

1 The revenue from the $9.55 per household fee is expected to be approximately $5.4 million in FY15-16. These 
revenues, along with the annual revenue from the $2.15 per ton HHW landfill tip fee (estimated at $1.7 million for 
FY15-16), pay for the county-wide HHW program. If actual landfill tip fee revenue in FY15-16 is higher than the 
estimated amount, or product stewardship programs create cost savings higher than estimated when the 
ordinance was adopted, the $9.55 fee will go down in FY17-18.  

The reduction in fee is lagged two fiscal years, not one, after revenues are received so that audited financials of 
actual revenue can be used to make the fee adjustment. We currently anticipate that the fee in FY16-17 will be 
lower than $9.55 per household because landfill tonnages have been higher so far in FY14-15.  
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participation is expected over the remainder of 2015 due to greatly increased outreach to both 
single- and multi-family residents that is underway. 

According to law under which the fee was adopted, a Fee Collection Report (FCR) must be 
approved by the Board each year, prior to placing the $9.55 parcel fee on the Alameda County 
property tax roll.  A draft FCR was publicly noticed this month according to requirements. The 
purpose of the draft FCR is to allow residential property owners subject to the fee an 
opportunity to provide updated information about the number of units on their property, since 
the fee is based on the number of units. The 2015 Fee Collection Report includes changes that 
property owners have requested throughout the year and during the review of the 2014 FCR.  
The 2015 Fee Collection Report may be viewed at: http://stopwaste.org/HHW/2015/FCR 

The names of property owners are not included in the Report to comply with law which 
restricts information that may be posted on the internet by government agencies.   

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that the WMA Board hold a public hearing on the Fee Collection Report for 
FY15-16, and approve it with any appropriate corrections.    
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June 17, 2015  

TO:    Waste Management Authority 

FROM:  Gary Wolff, Executive Director 

SUBJECT: Election of Officers for Fiscal Year 2015-2016 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Authority officer’s terms are for a fiscal year.  Since June concludes our fiscal year, it is time for 
election of new officers, effective July 1st. Pauline Cutter from South County is the current 
President, Jerry Pentin from East County is the current First Vice President, and Dan Kalb from 
North County is the current Second Vice President.  Authority policy calls for the geographic 
origin of officers to rotate each year. That is, the next President should be from East County, 
the next First Vice President from North County, and the next Second Vice President from South 
County. It is customary, but not required by policy, for each officer to ‘advance one level’ each 
year.  

North County is defined by the policy as Albany, Berkeley, Oakland, Emeryville, Piedmont and 
Alameda.  South County is defined by the policy as Hayward, San Leandro, Union City, Newark, 
and Fremont. East County is defined by the policy as Castro Valley Sanitary District, Oro Loma 
Sanitary District, Dublin, Livermore, and Pleasanton. The County’s geographic designation is 
determined by the member's supervisorial district boundary. 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that the Authority Board elect officers for the 2015-2016 fiscal year. 
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June 17, 2015 

TO:  Waste Management Authority Board  
 
FROM:  Gary Wolff, Executive Director 
 
BY:  Debra Kaufman, Senior Program Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Legislative Positions -- Update for 2015  
 
 
Background 
 
At the June 11th Programs and Administration (P&A) Committee and Planning and Organization 
Committee (P&O)/Recycling Board meetings, staff provided an update on the status of 
legislation and Agency positions for the first year of the 2015/2016 legislative session of the 
California Legislature.  Agency positions endorsed by the Boards prior to June 11th, and the 
memo presented on June 11th, available at: 
http://www.stopwaste.org/2015/Legislation/Update.pdf     
 
Discussion 
 
As staff and the committees discussed on June 11th, the Agency’s highest legislative priority is 
passage of AB 901 with amendments to strengthen local governments' ability to access hauler 
information from disposal facilities.  Staff will provide an update at the June 24th WMA meeting 
on the status of AB 901 and describe opportunities for Board members to assist in advocating 
for this bill, should they have the opportunity to do so. Attached is a copy of a sample support 
letter. 
 
Recommendation 
 
Staff recommends that the Waste Management Authority hear a staff update on AB 901 at the 
June meeting and share the attached support letter with their jurisdiction’s lobbyist and others 
as appropriate, after the meeting.   
 
Attachment: AB 901 Sample Support letter 
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June 17, 2015 

The Honorable Senator Wieckowski 
Senate Environmental Quality Committee 
State Capitol, Room 2205 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

RE: AB 901 (Gordon/Williams): Disposal Reporting – Support, as planned to be amended 

Dear Senator Wieckowski and Committee Members, 

I am writing to express support for AB 901 if amended, as planned, to provide local governments 
with access to hauler information from disposal facilities, related to disposal originating in their 
geographic jurisdiction, subject to strict confidentiality requirements. The bill also provides 
CalRecycle with enforcement ability if required recycling, composting and disposal information is 
not provided by disposal facilities and recycling and composting operations and facilities.   

AB 901 will help local governments accurately and fairly collect fees to pay for recycling 
programs and more accurately assess diversion levels.  It will also help the solid waste industry 
by leveling the playing field so that all haulers and landfills pay the fees that they owe.     

AB 901 requires disposal facilities to provide local government entities (those involved with 
implementing AB 939) and the state with disposal weight tag information (identifying haulers, 
type and quantity of waste).  This information is needed to correct mistakes made with respect 
to jurisdiction-of-origin of waste, collect applicable disposal and recycling fees, and enforce local 
franchises.  

 A serious problem faced by operators of landfills and collection fleets is that there are operators 
who collect waste in violation of local franchise agreements and local ordinances or codes. The 
proposed language will facilitate enforcement, which will increase gross revenue for franchised 
operators, and reduce the need for rate increases. This is to the advantage of local governments, 
rate payers and the majority of landfills and haulers who are doing the right thing.   

This information will also aid local governments and the state in more accurately determining 
recycling rates and gain knowledge about types and quantities of waste being disposed so that 
recycling programs can be tailored to address those materials.   

ATTACHMENT A
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This bill is a win/win for local governments and the hauling/recycling community and the state.  
We urge your “yes” vote on AB 901 which will lead to improved revenue collection for recycling 
programs around the state, and a level playing field for haulers and landfills.  

Sincerely, 

Gary Wolff 
Executive Director 

cc: Senate EQ members 

ATTACHMENT A
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DATE: June 16, 2015 

TO: The Energy Council 

FROM: Gary Wolff, Executive Director 
Wendy Sommer, Deputy Executive Director 

BY: Karen Kho, Senior Program Manager 

SUBJECT: Bay Area Regional Energy Network Contract Amendment #2 

BACKGROUND 
On November 19, 2014 the Energy Council adopted a resolution authorizing the Executive Director 
to enter into a contract with the Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG) for implementation 
of the San Francisco Bay Area Regional Energy Network (BayREN) program in calendar year 2015. 
The Energy Council is leading the implementation of the regional multifamily program, which is 
designed to provide a “middle of the road” participation path in the hard-to-reach multifamily 
sector. The program is on track to incentivize efficiency upgrades in 8,500 units, exceeding the 
original 2015 goal of 5,000 units. We anticipate 22% of these units in Alameda County. 

DISCUSSION 
BayREN requested additional funding to supplement the multifamily program’s approved 2015 
budget of $6.5 million. On May 12, 2015 PG&E filed an advice letter with the California Public 
Utilities Commission requesting to transfer $3.5 million to BayREN for the multifamily program. 

The Energy Council’s budget for 2015 can now be augmented to serve 3,500 additional multifamily 
units. If the EC Board wants to move forward, it should authorize the Executive Director to enter 
into an agreement with ABAG and execute the necessary documents to accept and spend up to an 
additional $3.5 million.  The funds will be used to provide technical assistance and rebates -- which 
we are already providing -- but for more residential units.  The draft Resolution (attached) 
authorizes the Executive Director to accept and spend these additional funds.  

RECOMMENDATION 
Adopt the Resolution attached. 
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ENERGY COUNCIL 
RESOLUTION #EC 2015 – 

MOVED: 
SECONDED: 

AT THE MEETING HELD JUNE 24, 2015 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO CONTRACT AMENDMENT 
#2 FOR BAY AREA REGIONAL ENERGY NETWORK (BayREN) AND OTHER RELATED ACTIONS 

WHEREAS, the Energy Council recognizes that it is in the interest of the local, regional, state, and 
federal agencies to stimulate the economy; create and retain jobs; reduce fossil fuel emissions; and 
reduce total energy usage and improve energy efficiency; and  

WHEREAS, the Energy Council was formed to seek funding to develop and implement programs and 
policies that reduce energy demand, increase energy efficiency, advance the use of clean, efficient 
and renewable resources, and help create climate resilient communities; and  

WHEREAS, the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) has recognized the need for expanded 
collaboration with and participation by local governments to achieve market transformation toward 
energy efficiency as part of its Long Term Energy Efficiency Strategic Plan; and 

WHEREAS, in its Decision for Phase I of Rulemaking 13-11-005, the CPUC authorized funding for 
Regional Energy Networks (RENs) to continue their existing programs in 2015; and 

WHEREAS, the Energy Council partnered with the Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG) and 
8 other county representatives to implement the Bay Area Regional Energy Network (BayREN); and  

WHEREAS, with ongoing input from the Energy Council Technical Advisory Group (TAG) Energy 
Council represents Alameda County jurisdictions within BayREN; and 

WHEREAS, the Energy Council has been designated as the lead regional implementer for the 
multifamily subprogram and multifamily financing pilot, and to conduct local outreach for other 
subprograms, and  

WHEREAS, the regional multifamily program is on track to exceed its original goals and PG&E has 
proposed to transfer $3.5 million from other programs to BayREN in 2015, and 

WHEREAS, ABAG intends to augment the Energy Council budget to support an additional 3,500 
multifamily properties with rebates and technical assistance;  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Energy Council hereby authorizes the Executive 
Director to: 

1. Enter into all necessary contracts and agreements with ABAG in order to accept additional
funds of up to $3,500,000, amend the FY 2015-16 budget to add these funds to Project
1347: BayREN.
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2. Approve any required time extensions, modifications, or amendments thereto.

3. Allocate the necessary resources to implement and carry out the amended scope of work.

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 

AYES: 
NOES: 
ABSENT: 
ABSTAINED: 

____________________________________ 
Gary Wolff, PE, PhD 

Executive Director 
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June 17, 2015 

TO:   Energy Council 

FROM:  Gary Wolff, Executive Director 

SUBJECT: Election of Officers for Fiscal Year 2015-2016 

BACKGROUND 

Energy Council officer’s terms are for a fiscal year.  Since June concludes our fiscal year, it is 
time for election of new officers, effective July 1st.  Pauline Cutter from San Leandro is the 
current President, Dan Kalb from Oakland is the First Vice President, and Greg Jones from 
Hayward is the Second Vice President.   

It is customary in the WMA for each officer to ‘advance one level’ each year, and the Energy 
Council has followed that pattern so far.       

WMA policy requires the geographic origin of officers to include one from each of three defined 
parts of the County (South, North, and East). The Energy Council decided to consider 
geographic diversity when it first elected officers, because Livermore, Pleasanton, Oro Loma 
and CVSan do not belong to the Energy Council, which means that only one of the five 'east 
county' agencies listed in the WMA policy (Dublin) would be eligible if the definitions of north, 
south, and east county in that policy were used.   

In addition, the Energy Council was interested in ensuring that the officers were not all from 
large, or small, member agencies. But the dividing line between large and small agencies has 
not been formally defined for the purpose of electing officers.  However, the larger agencies 
might be defined as those with more than one vote on the Energy Council, in recognition that 
they have larger populations than the other agencies.  The agencies with more than one vote 
are:  Oakland (3), the County (2), the City of Fremont (2), and the City of Hayward (2).      

RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that the Energy Council elect officers for the 2015-2016 fiscal year. 
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JULY 2015 
Meetings Schedule 

 

Alameda County Waste Management Authority, The Energy Council, & Source Reduction and 
Recycling Board 

(Meetings are held at StopWaste unless otherwise noted) 
 

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT 
   1 

 
 

2 3 
AGENCY 
HOLIDAY 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
 

8 
 

9 
9:00 AM 

Programs & 
Administration Committee 

 
5:30 PM 

Planning & Organization 
Committee /Recycling Board 

Fremont Transfer Station 
Key Items: 

1. Grants to Non-Profits 
Budget Amendment 

2. Tour of Fremont Transfer 
Station 
 

10 
 

11 

12 
 

13 
 

14 15 
 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
3:00 PM 

WMA & EC 
Meeting 

Key Item: 
1.  Bags Ordinance  

Expansion – Budget 
Amendment 

 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26 27 28 29 30 31  
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NPQ 
June 9, 2015 

POLICY/SOCIAL CONTEXT 

Coalition Sues California City for Repealing Plastic Bag Ban 
Details 

Written by Larry Kaplan    
Created on Thursday, 04 June 2015 13:35  

Share on email Share on print Share on facebook Share on twitter Share on linkedin Share on pinterest_share Share on google_plusone_share More Sharing 
Services  

June 2, 2015; Orange County Breeze 

In yet another example of nonprofits resorting to legal action after advocacy and political pressure fail, a coalition of Southern California environmental groups are 
suing the City of Huntington Beach in Orange County for an inadequate environmental review of the effects of repealing its single-use plastic bag ban. 

The groups include Surfrider Foundation, Orange County Coastkeeper, and Californians Against Waste. The action was announced in a press release reprinted in 
the Orange County Breeze. 

“Instead of analyzing the impressive benefits that have resulted from the bag ban since it took effect in 2013, and disclosing how the repeal will reverse those 
benefits…the City disregarded its duty to investigate the environmental repercussions of its action and voted to proceed with a Bag Ban Repeal Ordinance,” the 
article says. The coalition claims that the City “failed to review impacts on marine life, water quality and aesthetics from the reintroduction of single-use plastic bags 
into the environment.” 

Huntington Beach’s original local bag ban ordinance was passed in 2013 after a high-profile campaign by local environmental groups. Then, last year, California 
enacted a statewide plastic bag ban that was set to go into effect in July, but the ban was put on hold before it went into effect—that’s because a coalition of 
plastics companies and bag manufacturers secured enough signatures to put the ban to a referendum vote in November 2016, meaning it is, by law, on hold until 
then. 

Huntington Beach is the only local government in California to repeal an existing single-use plastic bag ban while the state waits for the outcome of next year’s 
vote. The lawsuit will be brought under the California Environmental Quality Act.—Larry Kaplan 
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Castro Valley sewer fees jump almost 50 percent in four 
years
By Rebecca Parr rparr@bayareanewsgroup.com
Updated: 05/26/2015 11:03:05 AM PDT InsideBayArea.com

CASTRO VALLEY -- Residents could see their sewer service fee jump almost 50 percent in 
four years under a proposed rate hike.

If the sewer fee increase is approved, Castro Valley Sanitary District residential customers 
will pay $340 annually starting in July and $380 in 2016.

The 2016 fee is 46 percent more than the $260 levied against residential customers in 2012. 
Sanitary district directors are scheduled to vote on the proposed increase June 16.

Sanitary district board President Dave Sadoff said the increases are needed to cover 
expenses.

"We have capital improvement costs. The district has 180 miles of pipeline; a lot of it is 50-
plus years old, with a 50-year life expectancy," he said. "Our staff is constantly inspecting 
the lines, looking for failing section that needs to be repaired or replaced. The cost keeps 
going up and up."

The district also has to comply with state and federal regulations, and it is crucial that the 
system and equipment are working properly, Sadoff said. The district is contributing $2 
million for required improvements at the wastewater treatment plant it jointly owns with Oro 
Loma Sanitary District.

"We are making sure that when you flush the toilet, it works," Sadoff said.

Castro Valley Sanitary also is helping pay for a pilot ecotone levee near the wastewater 
treatment plant, Sadoff said. The levee will provide additional wastewater storage during 
storms.

Castro Valley Sanitary is paying $2.45 million of the $9 million ecotone cost; Oro Loma is 
contributing $4.55 million, and a state grant will cover $2.1 million.

If the district board approves the fee increases, they will go into effect unless a majority of 
property owners file protest letters.

Castro Valley's proposed $340 sewer charge is much higher than Oro Loma's, which will go 
up from $200 annually to $206 in July, a 3 percent increase.

"I would love it if our board asked Oro Loma to annex us," said Dan Davini, a Castro Valley 
Sanitary customer.

Except for Oro Loma, Castro Valley's proposed sewer fees are close to what other agencies 
charge. Hayward charges its residents $337.08, and Dublin San Ramon Services District will 
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increase its fee from $372.96 to $382.38 in July. Union Sanitary District, which serves Union 
City, Fremont and Newark, charges $357.02 annually.

Not everyone is buying that the district needs the increases.

Marc Crawford, a Castro Valley resident who ran for the sanitary district board, said he has 
complained for years about its fees. As chairman of the Castro Valley Municipal Council, he 
said he often hears about restaurants not being able to open in the community because they 
cannot afford the sanitary district's fees.

Castro Valley Sanitary District charges $14,000 to connect a house into the sewer system, 
he said. Oro Loma's fee is $6,555; Hayward charges $7,700.

"The district's insatiable appetite for high fees has gotten out of hand," Crawford said.

Davini agreed.

"I'm tired of the nonstop fee increases. Every year in the last four years, they have had 
substantial sewer increases. What bothers me, there's no good reason for it; we have pretty 
much a zero rate inflation economy," he said.

The proposed sewer increase comes after the district raised garbage rates 3 percent this 
spring, from $36.92 to $38.07 for a 32-gallon cart starting in July.

"Every year, we look at our rates to see if they need adjusting," district General Manager 
Roland Williams said. "We look at the cost of delivering garbage service, the equipment, any 
cost associated with the landfill, fuel and labor, which is a big component. The drivers and 
the folks who work at Davis Street Transfer Station negotiate salary increases."

Hayward's monthly charge for a 32-gallon residential cart is $29.81.

"Hayward has the same services with the same company," Crawford said. Waste 
Management has a franchise agreement with both Castro Valley Sanitary and Hayward.

The board also increased Williams' annual total compensation in March, from $260,422 last 
year to $325,240 in 2017, an increase of almost 23 percent. Total compensation includes 
salary and all benefits.

The pay raise brings Williams' salary up to what other general managers in similar districts 
are paid, Sadoff said.

"It was not done willy-nilly. Roland is an attribute to the district; we have won numerous 
awards under his leadership. We have an excellent staff. We are recognized as a cutting 
edge and progressive district," Sadoff said.

Contact Rebecca Parr at 510-293-2473 or follow her at Twitter.com/rdparr1.
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San Leandro falconer wards off seagulls from transfer 
station
By Rebecca Parr rparr@bayareanewsgroup.com
Updated: 06/02/2015 08:07:49 AM PDT InsideBayArea.com

Click photo to enlarge 

SAN LEANDRO -- As soon as they spot Robert Sobbe's red Honda pull up, hundreds of 
seagulls fly off from the tops of buildings at Waste Management's Davis Street transfer 
station.

"I've trained the birds to know who I am. They recognize my car," said Sobbe, a falconer 
hired to do bird abatement at the facility where trucks dump trash and green waste that is 
later carted to a landfill and to compost facilities.

The seagulls are attracted to the food mixed in green waste the trash hauler collects from 
throughout the East Bay. Waste Management trucks deposit the green waste inside a large 
building, where it is collected and then trucked to compost facilities in San Jose, Modesto 
and Novato. The birds fly inside the open doors of the Organics Processing Building, said 
Rebecca Jewell, recycling program manager at the transfer station, officially called Davis 
Street Resource Recovery Complex.

"Seagulls can eat just about anything, but they especially like chicken bones," 
Sobbe said. "In a big pile of trash, they'll go right into the pile and pull out a 
chicken bone."

He brings his trained Harris's hawks from his Fairfield home to the transfer 
station to disperse the seagulls, working from 6 a.m. to about 11 a.m. Monday 
through Friday. The falconer seldom has to release his two hawks; the mere 
sight of them is enough.

"If I pull a hawk out of the car and it flaps its wings, the birds clear out. They 
know darn well what it is," Sobbe said. "What would scare a bird more than 
another bird that wants to eat it? It's like turning a great white shark loose in a 
swimming pool."

On a recent day, he wore a heavy leather glove on his left hand, with his 2-year-old hawk 
named Trog perched on it. The tethered hawk kept moving his head in short jerks, eyeing 
everything around him.

The hawks are trained to scatter the birds but not catch them. "My birds aren't hungry 
enough to kill but hungry enough to chase. Then they give up, and I can call them back," 
Sobbe said.

"We don't want them to catch anything, just chase. This is nonlethal -- the green way of 
abatement," he said.
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The transfer station is near Oakland International Airport.

"The National Transportation Safety Board really wants us to control the bird population," 
Jewell said.

"They don't live here; they don't sleep here. We can only do so much."

If a bird gets sucked into a plane's engine, it can cause the engine to die. A famous bird 
strike was the so-called Miracle on the Hudson in 2009, when a flock of geese disabled both 
engines on a US Airways Airbus A319 shortly after takeoff from New York's LaGuardia 
Airport. Capt. Chesley "Sully" Sullenberger, of Danville, and First Officer Jeff Skiles glided 
the airliner to a splashdown landing on the Hudson River. All 155 people aboard survived.

Abatement also is a condition of the station's city permit, Jewell said.

Starlings and pigeons frequent the site, but they are far outnumbered by the 
gulls. Sobbe estimates 3,000 seagulls show up at the transfer station in the 
winter, with fewer in the spring when the birds are nesting in the Farallon 
Islands.

The seagulls go back and forth between the transfer station, located on the 
north end of San Leandro, near the Oakland Coliseum, where they regularly 
show up during the seventh inning of baseball games.

Sobbe's interest in falconry began as a child growing up in San Lorenzo, 
where he would train the birds in what were then open fields. He practiced the 

sport only as a hobby until about eight years ago.

The 59-year-old first worked in bird abatement for a different company before starting his 
own business, Skyguard Bird Control. In addition to owning the Harris's hawks, Sobbe is 
licensed to have two trained peregrine falcons, which he only uses for sport falconry.

The falconer also waves a large plastic white lure attached to a long rod to ward off the birds 
at the Davis Street site. He made the lure, which resembles a propeller with strings, out of 
recycled materials from the transfer station.

"That gets the birds' attention," Sobbe said.

But the effect is only temporary.

"As soon as I start the car to leave, the birds come around again big time," he said.

Contact Rebecca Parr at 510-293-2473 or follow her at Twitter.com/rdparr1.
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