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TELECONFERENCE MEETING

Wendy Sommer, Executive Director

Teleconference/Public Participation Information to Mitigate the Spread of COVID-19.
This meeting will be entirely by teleconference. All Board members, staff, and the public will only
participate via the Zoom platform using the process described below. The meeting is being
conducted in compliance with the Governor’s Executive Order N-29-20 suspending certain
teleconference rules required by the Ralph M. Brown Act. The purpose of this order was to
provide the safest environment for the public, elected officials, and staff while allowing for
continued operation of the government and public participation during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Members of the public and staff who are not presenting an item may attend and participate in
the meeting by:
1.

Calling US: +1 669 900 6833 or +1 253 215 8782 or +1 346 248 7799 or +1 929 205 6099 or
+1 301 715 8592 or +1 312 626 6799 and using the Webinar ID: 842 9122 8764

2.

Using the Zoom website or App and entering meeting code 842 9122 8764

Board members and any other individuals scheduled to speak at the meeting will be sent a unique
link via email to access the meeting as a panelist. All Board members MUST use their unique link
to attend the meeting. During the meeting the chair will explain the process for members of the
public to be recognized to offer public comment. The process will be described on the StopWaste
website at http://www.stopwaste.org/virtual-meetings no later than 5:00 p.m., Wednesday, July
8, 2020. The public may also comment during the meeting by sending an e-mail to
publiccomment@stopwaste.org prior to the close of public comment on the item being
addressed. Each e-mail will be read into the record for up to three minutes.
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and the Governor’s Executive Order, if you
need assistance to participate in this meeting due to a disability, please contact the Clerk of the
Board at (510) 891-6517. Notification 24 hours prior to the meeting will enable the agency to
make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting.

AGENDA
1. Convene Meeting
2. Public Comments
Open public discussion from the floor is provided for any member of the public wishing to speak on
any matter within the jurisdiction of the Programs & Administration Committee, but not listed on the
agenda. Each speaker is limited to three minutes unless a shorter period of time is set by the Chair.
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3. Approval of the Draft Minutes of June 11, 2020 (Pat Cabrera)

5

4. Reusable Bags during COVID-19 (Elese Lebsack)
This item is for information only.

9

5. Grants Supporting Upstream Projects (Meri Soll & Cassie Bartholomew)
This item is for information only.
6. Member Comments
7. Adjournment

The Programs & Administration Committee is a Committee that contains more than a quorum of the Board. However, all items
considered by the Committee requiring approval of the Board will be forwarded to the Board for consideration at a regularly
noticed board meeting.

DRAFT
MINUTES OF THE ALAMEDA COUNTY WASTE
MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY MEETING
OF THE
PROGRAMS AND ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE
Thursday, June 11, 2020
9:00 A.M.
TELECONFERENCE MEETING
Members Present:
City of Albany
City of Berkeley
City of Emeryville
City of Fremont
City of Newark
City of Oakland
Oro Loma Sanitary District
City of Pleasanton
City of Union City

Nick Pilch
Susan Wengraf
Dianne Martinez
Jenny Kassan
Mike Hannon
Dan Kalb
Shelia Young
Jerry Pentin, Chair
Emily Duncan

Absent:
County of Alameda
City of Dublin
City of Piedmont

Keith Carson
Melissa Hernandez
Tim Rood

Staff Present:
Pat Cabrera, Administrative Services Director
Jeff Becerra, Communications Manager
Meghan Starkey, Senior Management Analyst
Arliss Dunn, Clerk of the Board
Others Participating:
Judy Erlandson, City of Livermore
Bernie Camara, Livermore Sanitation
Lavonne Scroggs, Livermore Sanitation
Kathy Cote, City of Fremont
Peter Slote, City of Oakland
Chris Jackson, Livermore Sanitation
1.
Convene Meeting
Chair Jerry Pentin called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m. and reordered the agenda to hear item #5
after item #3. Pat Cabrera explained the process that would be utilized during the meeting. A link to the
process is available here: Virtual-Meetings-Instructions
2.
Public Comments
There were no public comments on the remote call and no public comments were received via the
public comments email portal.

1

DRAFT
3.

Approval of the Draft Minutes of March 12, 2020 (Pat Cabrera)

There were no public comments on this item. Board member Hannon made the motion to approve the
draft minutes of March 12, 2020. Board member Wengraf seconded and the motion carried 9-0. The
Clerk called the role:
(Ayes: Duncan, Hannon, Kalb, Kassan, Martinez, Pentin, Pilch, Wengraf, Young. Nays: None. Abstain:
None. Absent: Carson, Hernandez, Rood).
4.

Election of Chair and Vice Chair (Arliss Dunn)
Staff recommends that the Programs and Administration Committee elect a Chair and Vice
Chair for the period July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2021.

The Clerk of the Board introduced the item and thanked Chair Pentin for his impeccable service while
serving as Chair of the committee. Chair Pentin nominated Vice Chair Duncan to serve as Chair of the
P&A Committee. Board member Wengraf seconded. Board member Young nominated Board member
Martinez to serve as Vice Chair. Board member Kalb seconded. There were no other nominations.
There were no public comments on this item. The motion carried 9-0. The Clerk called the role:
(Ayes: Duncan, Hannon, Kalb, Kassan, Martinez, Pentin, Pilch, Wengraf, Young. Nays: None. Abstain:
None. Absent: Carson, Hernandez, Rood).
5.

Final Report: Grant Report on Compost Contamination Reduction Pilot (Meghan Starkey)
This item is for information only.

Meghan Starkey provided an overview of the staff report and presented a PowerPoint presentation,
available here: BAAQMD-Final-Report-06-11-20. Ms. Starkey acknowledged agency staff, Rachel Balsley
and Kelly Schoonmaker, and introduced representatives from the external entities that participated in
the Climate Protection Grants Program: Judy Erlandson, City of Livermore; Bernie Camara, Livermore
Sanitation; and Lavonne Scroggs, Livermore Sanitation.
Board member Hannon thanked staff for an impressive presentation and inquired about the number of
businesses that received fines and inquired if staff considered the fines substantial enough to disincentivize the businesses from remaining noncompliant. Ms. Scroggs stated that she does not have
information on the number of customers that received fines but she can provide that information at a
later date. Ms. Scroggs stated that the fines were based on the size of the container but were usually
sufficient. The larger businesses would pay more if the contents of the container were considered trash.
However, the larger businesses would also weigh the cost of paying the fine against paying someone to
remove the items that were considered contamination. Board member Hannon stated that it would be
good to consider the level of the fine to ensure continued compliance. Board member Hannon inquired
if a cost benefit analysis has been conducted to determine if there were any cost savings with using the
new technology in comparison to using more traditional methods. Ms. Starkey stated that the facilities
started accepting the materials again but they charged a flat higher rate because it was from the
commercial sector. Ms. Starkey added they had hoped that the demonstrated results of lower
contamination would eliminate the surcharge but the cleaner stream did not attain those results. Board
member Pilch inquired if loads are customarily rejected due to contamination and how common is it
that the facilities that accept the materials charge higher fees for contaminated loads or incentivize
clean loads with lower fees. Ms. Starkey stated that the City of Oakland and a few other jurisdictions
have started to implement those tools but there is reluctance to penalize their customer base and
currently every city has a discounted rate for simply using the service, but not necessarily an incentive
for using it properly. The jurisdictions are exploring not only having them use it but how to use it
2
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properly. Board member Young inquired if the bags that the facilities are using for organics are
disposable or recyclable. Ms. Starkey stated the city never promoted the use of compostable compost
bags to customers, they simply started to use them. The clear plastic bags are of a thicker gauge and
easier to remove during processing. Board member Young commented that this pilot will help to inform
the residential pilot. Ms. Starkey stated that with the implementation of SB 1383 there will be
contamination studies in all three streams. There were no public comments on this item. Chair Pentin
thanked Ms. Starkey for her presentation.
6.

Municipal Panel: COVID-19 Impacts on Member Agencies (Meghan Starkey)
This item is for information only.
Meghan Starkey provided an overview of the staff report and introduced the panelists: Kathy Cote, City
of Fremont; Judy Erlandson, City of Livermore; and Peter Slote, City of Oakland. The panelists shared
the impacts that COVID-19 and the associated health orders have had on their cities, specifically on
solid waste and recycling, as well as on environmental programs generally. A link to the staff report is
available here: Covid-Impacts-Municipal-Panel.pdf. A link to the discussion is available here: MunicipalPanel-COVID-19-Impacts
Chair Pentin thanked the panelists for their participation.
7.
Member Comments
Chair Pentin commented that he enjoyed his tenure as Chair and thanked the committee for their
cooperation. Board member Hannon commended Chair Pentin on his tenure as Chair.
8.
Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 10:28 a.m.
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DATE:

July 9, 2020

TO:

Programs and Administration Committee
Planning Committee/Recycling Board

FROM:

Elese Lebsack, Program Manager

SUBJECT:

Reusable Bags during COVID-19

SUMMARY
The June 18 update of the Alameda County Shelter in Place Order now allows consumers to bring
their own reusable bags, cups and other items into stores. At the July 9 Programs and
Administration Committee and Planning/Recycling Board meeting, staff will provide an overview of
the recent changes and impacts for shoppers and local businesses in Alameda County.
DISCUSSION
The Alameda County Shelter in Place Order (Appendix A, pg. 6) revised on June 18 provided
updated language that allows consumers to bring their own reusable bags, mugs, or other reusable
items from home if they do not require handling by employees. This update came after two
months’ of restrictions on consumers bringing any reusable items into stores. Berkeley’s Health
Officer Order (Appendix A, pg. 7) allows reusables, but does not allow them to be placed on
surfaces.
Additionally, the Governor’s Executive Order (see “hot topics” sidebar) that temporarily suspended
portions of the statewide single-use carryout bag ban (SB 270) expired on June 22. Therefore, retail
stores are once again required to charge customers $0.10 for every reusable bag or recycled paper
bag provided at checkout.
Stores and eating establishments have been under enormous pressure to address the ever-changing
requirements to protect employee and public health; resuming the practice of accepting customers’
reusable bags may not occur immediately at all businesses. We have been in contact with the California
Grocers’ Association and they confirmed that some businesses may have purchased single-use bags
when paper and reusable bags were more challenging to stock early in the pandemic, but that inventory
of paper and reusable plastic bags is back to about 85% of pre-pandemic stock levels.
We have temporarily suspended enforcement of the Reusable Bag Ordinance and are not penalizing
businesses for use of non-compliant bags during this temporary suspension. When we resume, it will be
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done in a manner that is consistent with state and local guidance, and we will provide 30 days’ notice to
stores of when the change will take place.

As a result of both local and state updates, staff have developed the attached resource for the
Reusable Bag Ordinance website, Reusable Bag Questions during COVID-19, to educate the public
about the current status of reusables and address the most common inquiries we have received
during Shelter in Place. Staff have shared the resource via the ReusableBagsAC.org and
StopWaste.org websites, via social media, and with member agencies via the Technical Advisory
Committee (TAC).
RECOMMENDATION
This item is for information only.
Attachments: Reusable Bag Questions During COVID-19
Neighboring Counties: Status of Reusables During COVID-19
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Reusable Bag Questions During COVID-19
Good news for reusable bags! On June 18, 2020 the Alameda County Public Health Department updated
their Shelter in Place Order (20-14, Appendix A). Customers are now permitted to bring their own bags,
mugs, or other reusable items from home if they do not require handling by employees. People can
place them in carts and/or baskets, but they will need to bag their own groceries. Stores and eating
establishments have been under enormous pressure to address the ever-changing requirements to
protect employee and public health; resuming the practice of accepting customers’ reusable bags may
not occur immediately at all businesses. Please review the following FAQ for more information
regarding reusable bags:

1. Why are some stores allowing customers to use their reusable bags but others do not?
Stores are adapting to constant changes in local and state regulations to protect employee
and public health. On June 18, 2020 the Alameda County Health Officer Order (Appendix A,
p. 6) was revised to allow customers to bring in their reusable bags if they do not require
handling by employees. Some stores may need more time to make changes in their policies
and procedures, and some stores may not be aware of the change yet. Please be patient
during this complicated time.
2. Can stores still charge me for a bag even though they won’t allow me to bring my own?
Yes, stores can charge for any bag they provide. However, some stores or employees may
not be aware of the most recent change, and as a customer, you may ask them to allow you
to use your own bag per the local Health Officer Order (Appendix A, pg. 6).
3. My local restaurant is giving out thin, single-use plastic bags. Can they do that?
Local and state bag laws do not allow single-use carryout bags to be provided by affected
businesses throughout California. We recognize that many businesses are experiencing
supply chain disruptions, and this has affected carryout bag inventory. Some businesses may
have purchased single-use bags when paper and reusable bags were more challenging to
stock early in the pandemic. We have temporarily suspended enforcement of the Reusable
Bag Ordinance and are not penalizing businesses for use of non-compliant bags during this
temporary suspension. Consider letting stores and restaurants know you would like them to
stop distributing single-use bags, so they know their customers don’t want thin plastic bags.
4. How can I learn more about the safety of using reusable bags during COVID 19?
Some reliable sources of information about reusable bags, cups and other items include:






Over 115 Health Experts Sign Statement Addressing Safety of Reusables During COVID19
Health Expert Statement Addressing Safety of Reusables and COVID-19
The Safety of Reuse During the COVID-19 Pandemic
Reusable Grocery Bags: A Smart Choice But Play It Safe
Shopping for Food During the Pandemic
(includes translated materials in Español, 中文, 한국인, Tagalog, and Tiếng Việt)



10 Safe Shopping Tips
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Neighboring Counties: Status of Reusables During COVID-19
San Francisco




Ban of reusable items still in effect. Health Officer Order, Appendix A (6/1/20)
SFE says they will lift the restriction "very soon" Chronicle article (6/26/20)
Temporary suspension of enforcement, not requiring charge for paper or reusable bags. SFE
ordinance page

Contra Costa



Reusable bags permissible if not handled by employees. Health Officer Order, Appendix A
(6/16/20)
No county-wide ordinance, but 5 cities have local bag bans.

Marin



Not permitting reusable items from home. Health Officer Order, Appendix A (5/15/20)
No info about enforcement status of their plastic bag ban.

Napa



No reusable items from home allowed. Health Officer Order, Appendix A (6/18/20)
No info about enforcement status of their single-use carryout bag reduction ordinance.

San Mateo



Not allowing reusable items. Health Officer Order, Appendix A (6/19/20)
Suspension of requirement to charge for paper or reusable bags. Plastic bags still prohibited. SM
ordinance page

Santa Clara



Require customers using reusable bags from home to bag their own groceries or prevent use of
reusable bags from home. Health Officer Order, Appendix A (6/10/20)
Not enforcing prohibition of single-use bags. SC ordinance page

Solano



Not permitting reusable items from home. Health Officer Oder, Exhibit B and Appendix B
(6/12/20, 5/5/20)
No county-wide or city-specific ordinances in place.

Sonoma



Require customers using reusable bags from home to bag their own groceries or prevent use of
reusable bags from home. Health Officer Order, Appendix A (6/18/20)
Encouraging stores to resume compliance with county's carryout bag ordinance.
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DATE:

July 9, 2020

TO:

Programs and Administration Committee
Planning Committee/Recycling Board

FROM:

Meri Soll, Senior Program Manager
Cassie Bartholomew, Program Manager

SUBJECT:

Grants Supporting Upstream Projects

SUMMARY
The Agency’s guiding principles identify upstream (waste prevention) activities as an area of emphasis.
Staff has been working on a number of programs that offer grant funding for projects that focus on
upstream activities including waste prevention, recovery for reuse, redistribution, deconstruction, and
repair. This memo provides an overview of Agency grants awarded throughout fiscal year 2019-20.

DISCUSSION
StopWaste takes several approaches to support and improve recovery, salvage, reuse, repair, and
redistribution infrastructure in Alameda County. We have been providing grant funding specifically for
entities implementing these types of activities for several years to ensure upstream infrastructure and
services are available to Alameda County residents and businesses. StopWaste funding provides an
opportunity to both for-profit and nonprofit organizations to jump start an idea or advance concepts that
encourage source reduction measures over recycling/composting/landfill.
For the first time this year, multiple grant projects—Reuse and Repair, Food Waste Reduction, Reusable
Transport Packaging, and Food Recovery Equipment—combined solicitation efforts to broaden reach and
improve marketing efficiency. Additional grants awarded this fiscal year include Community Outreach
grants, Mini Grants, and COVID Emergency Food Rescue grants.
At the start of Shelter in Place, staff identified a need for support within our existing food recovery
community. Up to $5,000 in supplemental grant funding was offered to 13 previously funded Food Waste
Reduction and Food Recovery Equipment grantees to help cover increased costs due to COVID-19 and
growing food insecurity in the county. Nine grantees from FY 18-19 were awarded additional funding from
FY 19-20 totaling $45,000.
A summary of grant categories funded in FY 19-20 can be found in the following table, and a complete list
of projects is provided in Attachment A. Staff will provide additional information and selected grantee
highlights at the July 9 meeting.
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Grant Category
Reuse and Repair
Food Waste Reduction
Community Outreach
COVID Emergency Food Rescue
Reusable Transport Packaging Equipment
Food Recovery Equipment
Mini Grants
Total:

19-20 Funds Awarded
$245,000
$165,000
$50,000
$45,000
$39,820
$22,970
$15,000
$582,790

RECOMMENDATION
This item is for information only.

ATTACHMENT A:
Fiscal Year 2019-20 Funded Grant Projects
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Attachment A – Fiscal Year 2019-20 Funded Grant Projects
A. Reuse and Repair Grants: $245,000
Grantee

Location

Amount

Description

African
People's
Education and
Defense Fund,
Inc.

Oakland

$10,000

Alameda
Natural
Grocery / East
Bay Natural
Grocers

Alameda

$10,000

California
Product
Stewardship
Council

Countywide

$5,000

Civicorps

Oakland

$20,000

Community
Action for a
Sustainable
Alameda and
CASA Youth

Alameda

$10,000

Corporate
eWaste
Solutions

Countywide

$15,000

East Bay
Depot for
Creative Reuse

Countywide

$10,000

The African People's Education & Defense Fund (APEDF) develops
and institutionalizes programs to defend the human and civil
rights of the African (black) community. Funds will be used to
sponsor workshops to train volunteers to transform reclaimed
furniture into beautiful redesigned items to be sold at the Uhuru
furniture store in Oakland.
East Bay Natural Grocers, Inc. is comprised of three locally
owned, independently operated and certified green food
retailers, including two natural foods stores and one food service
operation. Funds support a pilot project to implement reusable
food containers for the transportation of hot and cold foods from
their eatery Tomato, as well as for bulk and baked goods. Project
will commence when County Health Order allows bulk food and
buffet service.
The California Product Stewardship Council (CPSC) is a nonprofit
organization working to create a shift in California’s product
waste management system to one that relies on producer
responsibility in order to reduce public costs and drive
improvements in product design. Grant funds will be used to
conduct research relating to potential opportunities and
infrastructure for the reuse of solar panels in Alameda County
and the Bay Area.
Civicorps is a West Oakland based nonprofit whose mission is to
re-engage young adults, ages 18-26, to earn a high school
diploma, gain job skills, and pursue college. They offer training in
Environmental Management and Recycling as well as operate
East Bay's only charter school designed to serve the needs of
young adults. Grant award will provide funds to pay 50% of
internship wages for two Civic Corps members to learn computer
refurbishment skills. Internships are through their Conservation
Career Pathways project at the Tech Exchange computer
refurbishment center.
CASA is a community-wide coalition dedicated to raising
awareness, mobilizing community action, and facilitating the
implementation of programs to achieve the goals of the City of
Alameda’s Climate Action and Resiliency Plan and to increase
community sustainability and well-being. Funds will support CASA
and CASA Youth to develop and pilot a Reusables To-Go Pilot
Program to dramatically reduce disposable food ware waste in
Alameda’s downtown Park Street district.
Corporate eWaste Solutions is a Hayward based certified
electronics reuse and recycling provider. Reuse and Repair grant
funds will allow the repair and refurbishment of lightly damaged
laptops which would normally be recycled. These laptops will be
donated to Goodwill Industries of the Greater East Bay to
distribute to low income families in Alameda County.
The mission of The East Bay Depot is to divert waste materials
from landfills by collecting and redistributing discarded goods as
low-cost supplies for art, education, and social services at the
Oakland based Depot Store. Grant funds will provide operating
support to collect, store, and redistribute materials for the Depot
Store.

11

Ecology Center

Berkeley

$15,000

Fixit Clinic

Countywide

$10,000

Hively

Countywide

$10,000

Kala Art
Institute

Alameda,
Albany,
Berkeley,
Emeryville,
Oakland

$10,000

Oakland First
Fridays

Oakland

$10,000

Loved Twice

Countywide

$10,000

MedShare

Countywide

$20,000

The Ecology Center’s mission is to inspire and build a sustainable,
healthy, and just future for the East Bay, California, and beyond.
They transform the ideals of sustainability into everyday practice.
Grant funds for expansion and continuation of the Reusable Cup
Pilot, implementing the Vessel Reusable Cup system into
additional cafes and eating establishments in Alameda County.
Project will commence when County and City Health orders allow
project activities.
Fixit Clinic organizes community repair event in Alameda County
and throughout the United States. Funding will allow Fixit Clinic
to respond to the rapidly evolving social and economic changes
due to the COVID-19 pandemic and economic disruption by
migrating to online community virtual repair events. Fixit Clinic
will also provide their “Rapid Response Repair” program to
Alameda County municipalities, medical facilities, and schools to
support repair and maintenance of large scale equipment and
property.
Hively believes that every family should have the resources and
support to ensure that children get the best start possible
including counseling and other resources they need to thrive.
Grant funds will be used to expand and improve their Oakland
and Pleasanton based program that collects big box store returns
as well as gently used household items and clothing donations for
redistribution to families in need.
Kala Art Institute's mission is to help artists sustain their creative
work over time through artist residencies and to engage the
community through exhibitions, public programs, and education.
Funds will be used to repair large scale printmaking and digital
equipment to prevent the items from being recycled and/or
landfilled, as well as purchase an industrial washer/dryer so they
can switch to reusable rags.
Oakland First Fridays is an immersive art and community
experience on the first Friday of each month. This event includes
artist collectives, street artists, local culinary artisans and
beverages as well as food trucks. Funds encumbered to support
reusable infrastructure at First Friday events when County Health
Order allows for large group activities to resume.
Loved Twice believes every newborn baby deserves to have
clothes for their first year of life—one of life’s basic necessities.
Loved Twice provides clothing for newborns in need with quality
reused baby clothing. Grant funds will be used to collect gentlyused baby clothes, sort the garments into boy and girl wardrobesin-a-box, and distribute them exclusively through social workers
in hospitals, shelters, and clinics.
MedShare is a nonprofit humanitarian aid organization dedicated
to improving the quality of life of people, communities and our
planet by sourcing and directly delivering surplus medical
supplies and equipment to communities in need around the
world. Grant funds will support their Biomedical Equipment Lab
which will prevent functioning medical equipment from ending
up in landfill by testing, refurbishing, and repairing equipment to
be distributed locally and internationally to those in need to save
lives.
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Orta Kitchen
Garden

Alameda

$10,000

Resource Area
For Teachers
(RAFT) -

Countywide

$10,000

Re-Up Refill
Shop

Alameda,
Berkeley,
Emeryville,
Oakland,
Piedmont

$15,000

Surplus
Service

Countywide

$15,000

The Crucible

Alameda

$5,000

The Plant
Exchange

Countywide

$5,000

Transition
Berkeley

Berkeley

$10,000

Waterside
Workshop

Countywide

$10,000

Orta's mission is to help people grow their own plants from seeds
and cuttings which reduces plastic waste from nursery pots and
provides a successful, satisfying zero-waste experience. Grant
funding will allow Orta Kitchen to build a trimming machine that
will reduce waste and increase labor productivity by streamlining
production and operations, reducing labor costs, and creating
greater organizational capacity.
RAFT provides materials, kits, and curriculum for students and
teachers using salvaged and reusable materials donated by
companies and manufacturers. Grant funds will provide 2,500
activity kits and online education curriculum to support remote
learning for Title 1 schools. In addition, funds will help secure and
collect material donations from Alameda County manufacturers
for reuse in their large warehouse and educational kits.
The ReUp Refill shop in Oakland allows customers to get bath,
body, kitchen, and cleaning products in refillable containers,
reducing waste from single-use plastics. Funds will allow the shop
to purchase a pre-owned electric bike for sustainable deliveries
and refurbish a used shipping container to provide storage of
large scale inventory items such as 55 gallon drums.
Surplus Service provides the highest and best end of life solutions
for e-waste, via refurbishment and reuse of electronics rather
than recycling or sending them to the landfill. Funds will be used
to expand their BioMed group to refurbish medical equipment
that may have otherwise been landfilled or recycled. Adding the
capability of refurbishing medical equipment to their existing
operation will divert thousands of pounds from landfill and
recycling streams.
The Crucible inspires creative exploration with hands-on arts
education and experiences for people of diverse ages and
backgrounds. Grant funds will be used to purchase an industrial
washing machine and dryer which will allow them to clean
welding jackets, rags, tablecloths, and ceramics class textiles
onsite, instead of sending them to landfill.
The Plant Exchange's mission is to divert large amounts of usable
plants from the landfill or organics stream by developing
partnerships with retail/wholesale distributors and contractors
who provide The Plant Exchange with donations of unused plants.
Funds will be used to support ongoing operations for donated
plant pickups.
Transition Berkeley's mission is to bring community together to
build a more equitable, sustainable, and resilient future for
Berkeley. Funds will be used to work with Cal Berkeley's
Engineers for a Sustainable World Students to develop curriculum
focused on repair for Cal students, including waste stream
education, product design, circular economy, and repair. Class
will provide practical hands-on learning about how to diagnosis
and repair electronics, small appliances, bicycles, clothing, and
furniture.
Waterside Workshop’s ‘Street Level Cycles’ program is a youth
job-training program that repairs and sells discarded bicycles, and
provides a free do-it-yourself public bike repair shop. Rebuilt
bicycles provide green transportation for low-income youth and
adults, and bicycle sales help support their free education
programs. Funds will support staff for operations and youth
instruction.
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B. Food Waste Reduction Grants: $165,000
Grantee

Location

Amount

Description

Abode
Services

Countywide

$20,000

Alameda
County Deputy
Sheriffs'
Activities
League (DSAL)

Countywide

$20,000

Daily Bowl

Fremont,
Hayward,
Newark, San
Leandro,
Union City

$17,000

Hope 4 the
Heart

Countywide

$20,000

McGee
Avenue
Baptist Church
Center for
Food, Faith &
Justice

Berkeley,
Oakland

$18,000

Chefs to End
Hunger

Countywide

$20,000

Replate

Alameda,
Berkeley,
Emeryville,
Oakland

$10,000

Abode’s mission is to end homelessness by assisting low-income,
un-housed people, including those with special needs, to secure
stable, supportive housing, and to be advocates for the removal
of the causes of homelessness. Funds will support the food
delivery program that recovers surplus food from local partner
grocery stores and redistributes to homeless and very lowincome residents in Alameda County through Abode's owned and
operated housing sites.
The Alameda County Deputy Sheriff’s Activities League's (DSAL)
mission is to build on natural, human, social, economic, built,
political, and cultural capital to create safer, healthier
communities. Funds will support DSAL's social enterprise, Dig
Deep Farms, and their Food Hub distribution facility to operate
efficient aggregation, sorting, processing and packaging of
recovered food for distribution to food-insecure residents.
Daily Bowl's mission is to recover blemished and excess produce
destined for waste and rapidly redistribute to local agencies
catering to our less fortunate and hungry community members.
Funds will be used to glean produce and prepared food from
commercial establishments, grocery stores, and eating
establishments and distribute to local non-profit food pantries.
Hope 4 the Heart serves over 14,000 local low-income families
per month by providing food, produce, diapers, and household
items. Funds will be used to purchase a new box truck to support
an increase of over 60,000 lbs per month of donated food from
local stores, as well as the increased need for food delivery to
low-income housing.
The McGee Center for Food, Faith & Justice (CFFJ) provides an
innovative, community-centered network of food sourcing and
distribution to alleviate the problems of hunger and poor
nutrition in Berkeley. Funds will support CFFJ’s Food Recovery
Program that recovers food that would otherwise have gone to
waste from food retailers, distributers, and producers in Berkeley
and nearby municipalities, and redistribute through an on-site
pantry and meal program serving residents experiencing food
insecurity.
Chefs to End Hunger facilitates the recovery and redistribution of
surplus food from food service operators and wholesale
distributors to local organizations that serve the food insecure.
Funds will be used to grow the list of foodservice operator
partners with substantial surplus food in Alameda County, as well
as another non-profit agency that can support food distribution.
Replate's technology platform enables businesses to schedule ondemand pickups for their surplus food and activates the
community to reliably redistribute surplus food to those
experiencing food insecurity. Funds will be used to increase
Replate's presence in Alameda County through automated
dispatching that will improve efficiency, optimize routes, and free
up staff time for building partnerships.
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The Berkeley
Food Network

Albany,
Berkeley

$20,000

Tri-Valley
Haven

Countywide

$20,000

The Berkeley Food Network aims to provide an innovative,
community-centered network of food sourcing and distribution
to alleviate the problems of hunger and poor nutrition in
Berkeley. Funds will be used to further develop the Food
Recovery Program, which recovers food that would otherwise
have gone into the waste stream from food retailers, distributers,
and producers in Berkeley and nearby municipalities. Increased
food recovered will be used in the pantry program as well as
grow the Hub Kitchen Program to provide at least 1,500 meals a
week.
Tri-Valley Haven serves as a vital community resource serving
adults and children who have experienced domestic violence,
sexual assault, or homelessness. Funds will support on-site food
pantry operations as well as expand the Mobile Food Pantry
efforts from monthly to bi-monthly, as need increases due to the
Coronavirus pandemic.

C. Community Outreach Grants: $50,000
18 Reasons

Berkeley,
Hayward,
Oakland,
San Leandro

$10,000

A-1
Community
Housing
Services

Hayward

$5,000

All Saints
Catholic
Church

Castro
Valley,
Hayward,
San
Leandro,
Union City
Berkeley

$5,000

Eden Garden

Livermore

$10,000

Fremont LEAF

Fremont

$5,000

Berkeley
Student Food
Collective

$10,000

18 Reasons empowers community with the confidence and
creativity to buy, cook, and eat good food every day. Their
Cooking Matters program, which provides training to
neighborhood leaders to teach cooking/nutrition to East Bay
families, will engage their board, staff, and peer educators
(Health Promoters) in a one-week Stop Food Waste Challenge
and share those educational tips at their cooking workshops.
A-1 Community Housing Services provides programs targeting the
issues of homelessness; financial education, first-time home
buyer education, relocation assistance, foreclosure prevention,
and credit management. Enlisted 20 clients to do their own
Fridge Reality Check and shared six educational tips. Working
with grantee to provide presentation in Spanish.
Church in Hayward serving neighboring communities. Educating
parish committees who serve food on site about food waste
prevention tools. Funds to support food and reusables for daily
meals for homeless people at the Church.

Student run collective works to provide groceries and prepared
meals for the UC Berkeley community. Project to engage student
volunteers in a one-week Stop Food Waste Challenge and
ongoing promotion of educational tips. Funds will support
prepared meal pop-ups at various campus locations.
Eden Garden provides fresh, organic food for those in need and
gives people a hands on opportunity to learn about growing their
own food. Engaged 25 Eden Garden, Crosswinds Church, and
community members in the first one-week Stop Food Waste
Challenge. Plan to hold culminating event with how-to tip
stations at harvest celebration. Funds will be used to improve
garden infrastructure and grow more food.
Local Ecology and Agriculture Fremont brings people together to
grow healthy, pesticide-free food and to learn about
environmentally sustainable gardening and urban farming
practices. SWEET graduates initiated this grant with two food
waste reduction workshops, reaching over 70 people. Enlisted 20
attendees to do their own Fridge Reality Check and continue to
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McGee Ave.
Baptist Church

Berkeley

$5,000

post educational tips on food waste. Funds used to support multimedia tools for LEAF.
Engaged 20 members of the church and community to do their
own Fridge Reality Check and share 6 educational tips throughout
the year. Funds to support the church's ongoing meal program serving 300 people weekly and expanding their edible garden.

D. COVID Emergency Food Rescue Grants: $45,000
The following nine organizations were funded in the previous fiscal year, 18-19, to support food
recovery efforts in Alameda County. They were each awarded $5,000 of additional grant funding in FY
19-20 to help cover increased costs due to COVID-19 and growing food insecurity. Additional
information about these grantees and the grant-funded projects can be found on the Previously Funded
Grants page at StopWaste.org.
Arsola’s Distribution Center and Community Services, Daily Bowl, East Bay Food Justice Project, Faces of
the East Bay, Food of God, Replate, Tri-City Volunteers, Tri-Valley Haven, and Viola Blythe Community
Services Center

E. Reusable Transport Packaging Equipment: $39,820
Grantee

Location

Amount

Description

Biologic
Environmental
Services &
Waste
Solutions

Countywide

$9,320

Commex
Corporation

Hayward,
Union City

$10,000

Corporate
eWaste
Solutions

Countywide

$3,500

Philz Coffee

Alameda

$7,000

Biologic Environmental Services & Waste Solutions is an inCounty medical waste service provider. Funds will be used to
replace cardboard boxes and wooden pallets with 36 reusable
plastic totes for transporting medical waste from approximately
700 medical facilities located throughout California, 130 of which
are located in Alameda County. The medical waste will be
transported in the reusable containers to an incinerator where
they are unloaded, then the totes are returned to Biologic to be
sanitized for reuse. It is estimated that the reusable totes will
prevent the purchase, use, and incineration of 19,440 lbs of
cardboard boxes and wooden pallets annually.
Commex Corporation provides food grade plastic film for
packaging. Grant funds will be used to replace single-use wooden
pallets with 138 reusable pallets to transport shipments of film
plastic to Emerald Packaging in Union City. The reusable pallets
will prevent the purchase, use, and disposal of approximately
16.5 tons of wooden pallets annually.
Corporate eWaste Solutions is a Hayward based certified
electronics reuse and recycling provider. Equipment grant funds
will be used to replace limited-use cardboard gaylords, wooden
pallets, and plastic wrap with reusable moving carts and pallet
wrap to transport electronics from Alameda County clients and ewaste collection events to their Hayward warehouse. The 15
reusable office carts and pallet wraps will prevent the purchase,
use, and disposal of roughly 18,180 lbs of cardboard gaylords,
wooden pallets, and plastic wrap annually.
Philz Coffee is a coffee roaster retailer with over 50 coffee shops,
as well as wholesale and online roasted coffee sales. Funds will
be used to replace single-use plastic pallet wrap with 48 reusable
pallet wraps for weekly shipments of coffee beans from their
third-party warehouse in San Leandro to the Philz Coffee Roasting
Plant in Oakland. It is estimated that the reusable pallet wraps
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will prevent the purchase, use, and disposal of disposal of 1,822
lbs of plastic pallet wrap each year.
Riverdog Farm

Alameda,
Albany,
Berkeley,
Oakland

$10,000

Riverdog Farm is a 450 acre certified organic farm located in
Capay Valley. Funds will be used to replace waxed cardboard
boxes with 1,060 reusable plastic totes to transport produce to
Alameda County farm box customers. The reusable totes will
prevent the purchase, use, and disposal of approximately 8,750
lbs of waxed cardboard boxes and 52 rolls of butcher paper
annually.

F. Food Recovery Equipment: $22,970
Grantee

Location

Amount

Description

San Leandro
Community
Food Pantry

Castro
Valley,
Hayward,
Oakland,
San Leandro
Fremont,
Hayward,
Oakland,
San
Leandro,
Union City
Fremont,
Newark,
Union City

$8,500

San Leandro Community Food Pantry is a volunteer run
organization that provides food for the marginalized members of
their community. Grantee will purchase a commercial freezer,
refrigerator, and shelving to increase capacity of recovered
surplus food.
Bay Area Community Health's mission is to work with community
churches, neighbors, and volunteers to end hunger. Grantee will
purchase reusable pallets and thermal blankets to reduce their
waste footprint while also increasing safety and efficiency in food
storage and distribution.

Fremont

$4,370

Bay Area
Community
Health

Tri-City Health
Center

Tri-City
Volunteers,
Inc.

$3,800

$6,300

Tri-City Health Center's (TCHC) mission is to deliver excellent
health services in a caring, nurturing, and respectful atmosphere
while improving the quality of life for every patient. Grantee will
purchase a new refrigerator, reusable coolers, and reusable
plastic bins to reduce the use of disposable transport packaging
and also support the safe and efficient collection of surplus edible
food for their Food Farmacy program.
Tri-City Volunteers' (TCV) mission is to eliminate hunger and
promote self-sufficiency in Alameda County by distributing food
and providing volunteer opportunities to improve the quality of
life for all. Grantee will purchase reusable totes to be used in
three Mobile Food Pantry vans. These totes will allow TCV to
reduce their waste footprint and create a more efficient storage
and distribution system.

G. Mini Grants: $15,000
Grantee

Location

Amount

Description

Maker Nexus

Countywide

$5,000

Metro Lighting

Berkeley

$5,000

Maker Nexus is a nonprofit organization with 3D printers, a wood
shop, tools, and sewing machines that, pre-COVID, was a maker
space for the Silicon Valley community. When COVID-19 began,
the maker space was closed and pivoted to organizing 3D printing
of personal protective equipment. Funds will be used to purchase
2,300 pounds of recycled content PET plastic sheeting from
Alameda County manufacturer to make 3,000 face shields and 2
replacement lenses. Face shields will be donated to healthcare
and other essential workers in Alameda County.
Metro Lighting is a retail lighting store located in Berkeley. Funds
will be used to procure and install a press-molding glass
production table and equipment to expand Metro lighting’s
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Museum of
Tomorrow

Berkeley

$5,000

capability to create and sell lamp shades produced from recycled
glass cullet.
Inspired by the current trend of popular pop-up museums,
Museum of Tomorrow portrays climate change via an innovative
approach. Funds to support pop-up museum at the David Brower
Center, which includes an interactive display to educate and
inspire people to change their daily behaviors to a more
sustainable approach.
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