STOPWASTE

May the 4Rs Be With You Contest 2023

Xion Abiodun, Oakland

1st Place Adult Outreach & Education
My 4Rs: Recycle, Rethink, Reuse, Readdress

Do you know what happens to the
Bay Area’s trash after Trash day?

By Xion Abidoun

Rocordly | was nvited (o SlopWaste Schools Open Mouss, Sitop wasle s o program
hava beon nvolved with since my sanior year of lugh school, 1 8 program that
toachos mo o ol about beng ovironmenially fendly. Al the overt, we wors able 1o
fow tha vensfar canter for trash, basicolly, e place whara our Yash goos after 1 loaves
us, bt befare i1 reaches the andlill, And seaing that in parson r the first bme was

welly shocking Read Xion’s full article

As you can imagine, rash was avarywhera, On the property, they have a huge buldng on I i ne .
and 1= st il of kash, Thae smaell & hormd, aad 20 many hinge thal coud've boon i

racyclied ware moaxad up wih the trash, whnch (s awful, | was dsappoted and a Iiflle A .
sad 10 sen il this s how much (resh propie are produocng on the gl https-//SfbaVV|eW-C0m/2023

Trash and tams that can be moydiad shouwd not be mixed up bocauso unlike trash /OS/dO-VOU-knOW-What-

tems thit can be recycied get lumed inte new stulf sometmes, And, vansfer carntens

nnd "vl.l" % nthe ;n| aron do not separsle l'n":ll“ --«u'l. e of waste, 1 iy onus ~the happens_to_the_bav_a reas-
people suparals Our garnage, moycing and compos
trash-after-trash-day/

ARur owr Yash lsaves the transfer contor f 13 durmpaed o » andi, Lorctfills oo just

nuge holes in e ground whes our trasn gots dumped. Landfiis take sbout 30 to 40
yonrs 1o 61 up, ond whinn (hey Banlly 11 up snother one is crosted. Thes is such o huge
protlem becaase I rash = n the ground, fian e Earth around (1 gete polluted as well
Most of ow wasts s nol bodegrodabie, which means & will not jus! Wsappanr” I w
oraak down into srminlior and smalle poces, potting 10l the envirorement arcund us
snd averdually and up in avarything Yie o food and weler sources. Even if we burn

it sty the furnes i 1wt Sl B i 10 the snvironeniacst and could passe henlth
ekt |V|| w N ‘l'l' |

Beofore andflls wern croated, ol of our rash Bay Aron) was durnpod irdo e bay, The

& ona of the reasons why the Bay » so drty foday. Whan the people dumping our irash
1 1he Bay realzed that this was not o good ides, My resortad 1o damping our resh in

oboy around e bay. And this shil! happens 10day. Just ke 2 momoent 1o funk about

wiist nat s dong © owr bodies.  What arp some oiher slomatves hal we can do with
o ¥ash so hat 4 s not i e landfl collutng the enveonmant forever? Emadl me and

1= S your daas ¢ X ~

My (Re)Generation Action Story:

My four R's are recycle, rethink, reuse, and readdress.
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