
 

 

DATE:  January 25, 2023  

TO:  Waste Management Authority Board 

FROM:  Jennifer West, Program Manager 

SUBJECT: Legislative Priorities for 2023 
 
 
SUMMARY  
 
This January the California Legislature began the first year of a two-year session. At the January 25, 
2023, board meeting, staff will lead a discussion of current key policy issues and ask the board to 
adopt a set of legislative priorities for 2023.  
 
DISCUSSION 

The 2022 legislative session saw some successes in terms of bills passed in alignment with 
StopWaste’s priorities. Building on this momentum, we propose to focus on these five primary 
areas in the coming 2023 session: 

1. Common sense adjustments to SB 1383 requirements 

Our focus this year will be on the procurement targets set by CalRecycle as part of the many 
requirements of SB 1383, the Short-Lived Climate Pollutant Reduction Act (which went into 
effect in 2022). Each city and county must procure a specified quantity of recovered organic 
waste products, including compost and/or mulch with the target tied to its population. As 
discussed last year, the procurement requirements do not match well with counties like 
ours that have mature markets for recycled organic materials in place – both supply and 
demand – making our ability to scale up procurement much more difficult than for regions 
of the state where the market is nascent. We have convened a group of stakeholders and 
partners to identify, support, and advance legislation that promotes common sense 
solutions to create more realistic procurement requirements along with ways to reach those 
goals. 
 

2. Decarbonization/electrification in the built environment to reduce reliance on carbon-intensive 
energy and materials in our communities 

StopWaste will identify and support legislation to reduce our reliance on carbon emitting 
sources of energy such as fossil gas. Our East Bay communities and partners have shown 
leadership in shifting toward widespread electrical appliance adoption (that will increasingly 
rely on a “green” grid with reduced greenhouse gas emissions), and we intend to support 
policies that continue this shift for our communities and the rest of the state. One example 



for this session is AB 43 (Holden) which has been introduced and builds on AB 2446 (Holden) 
from 2022, which we supported. 

3. “Circular economy” solutions & plastic pollution prevention  
 
Deriving value from waste materials is one goal of a circular economy approach; so is 
identifying materials that are of low value at their end of life and promoting ways to 
eliminate these products from our economy. In conjunction with partners such as the 
California Product Stewardship Council and National Stewardship Action Council, we will 
support opportunities for Extended Producer Responsibility to ensure manufacturers design 
for recyclability and take responsibility for the management of their products at end of life. 
An “upstream” approach to reducing waste, such as assisting restaurants to utilize reusable 
foodware, means we are working to eliminate having to choose between the lesser of evils 
when it comes to disposal (such as choosing between plastic and compostable cutlery, both 
of which are single-use and come with their own set of problems). Building a more circular 
economy also means supporting policy that facilitates use of materials in the built 
environment that have fewer embodied emissions, last longer, and are designed for reuse.  

 
For example, the 2022 legislative session included the passing of historic SB 54 (Allen, 2022), 
which sets new goals to reduce plastic packaging and requires that all forms of single-use 
products be recyclable or compostable by 2032. The law is the nation’s most comprehensive 
legislation to date to cut dependence on single-use products, while shifting plastic pollution 
responsibility to producers and manufacturers. On behalf of our member agencies, 
StopWaste will engage in this significant undertaking with policy makers and stakeholders to 
help influence regulatory language as it is worked on through 2023 and its implementation 
over the next 10 years. In addition, we’ll be developing a model reusable foodware 
ordinance to help interested jurisdictions advance circularity and reuse in our communities.  
We will also continue to support legislation that advances right to repair. 

4. Clear product information for consumers 
 

SB 54 along with other bills such as SB 343, known as the “chasing arrows” law, aim to 
reduce confusion around recycling, and support “truth in advertising” for misleading 
environmental manufacturer claims of recyclability. StopWaste will continue to prioritize 
legislation that furthers these goals toward greater transparency around what happens to 
waste at its end of life.  

5. Building Healthy Food Systems  

As part of our focus on food recovery and building healthy, resilient food systems in our 
communities, we will work with our partners to support policy related to food and 
agriculture that advances these goals. This could include legislation that addresses food 
insecurity, promotes sustainable, equitable food and farming practices, and community 
farm hubs. 

Additional State Policy Related Issues 

In addition to the above priority areas, staff will continue to monitor and support legislative policy 
in line with other agency goals like minimizing illegal dumping, supporting environmental education 
in schools, and bottle bill reforms.  



Next Steps/Key Dates 
 
Staff will return to the Board in March 2023 for review of recommended positions on new bills that 
were introduced and are going through committees at that time. Key dates for the 2023 session 
include: 

• January: Governor’s proposed 2023-24 budget is released.  
• February: Deadline for introduction of new bills. 
• March/April: Bill authors and organizational sponsors seek letters of support for new bills; 

staff reviews bills and recommends positions for Board adoption. 
• May: Governor’s May revision of the budget is released.  
• June: Board receives status update on bills and provides direction as appropriate. The state 

budget for 2023-24 must be passed.  
• September: Deadline for bills to pass the Legislature. 
• October: Deadline for Governor to sign or veto bills. Status update provided to Board after 

Governor takes action. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the WMA Board discuss and adopt legislative priorities for calendar year 2023.  

 

 


