STOPVASTE

at homee at work e at school

DATE: May 9, 2019

TO: Programs and Administration Committee
Planning Committee/Recycling Board

FROM: Anu Natarajan, Legislative and Regulatory Affairs Manager

SUBJECT: Background for Single-Use Disposable Food Service Ware Ordinance

SUMMARY

At the May 9, 2019 Programs & Administration Committee and Planning Committee/Recycling Board
meetings, staff will provide an overview of environmental issues associated with different types of food
service ware (plates, bowls, cutlery and beverage containers), with a particular focus on “compostable”
food ware. The information is background as staff begins preparations for development of a model
single-use disposable service ware ordinance and associated environmental documentation.

DISCUSSION

During the priority setting discussions, the Board stressed the importance of addressing plastic pollution.
In addition to working with the State legislature on these issues, there was interest in developing a
model single-use disposable food service ware ordinance to address this countywide. As a first step, we
need to review and understand the implications of the different food service ware options available. Our
intention is to get a better understanding of the complexities of this issue in order to minimize the
likelihood of any unintended consequences of ordinance requirements.

The discussion at the meeting will focus on the primary types of food service ware (see attachment) in
addition to other factors such as acceptable alternatives, current and future processing capacity, and
lifecycle impacts of reusable food ware.

An initial discussion with member agency staff, who will be part of an ongoing working group, was held
on May 2 to solicit their input. Staff will elaborate on these issues at the meetings, and provide a
summary of actions we will take in preparation of a model single-use food service ware ordinance.

RECOMMENDATION
This item is for information only.

Attachment A: Types of Food Service Ware
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