
In the wake of changes in global markets for recyclable materials, in 2019, Governor Newsom signed into law AB 1583, requiring 
CalRecycle to convene a Statewide Commission on Recycling Markets and Curbside Recycling. This collaborative concept was modeled 
after StopWaste’s own Alameda County Recycling Markets Network, and is tasked with evaluating California’s current state of recycling 
and recommending policies to fix it.
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The statewide commission consists 
of representatives from: 

• public agencies,

• private solid waste enterprises, and

• environmental organizations that 
have expertise in recycling.

View Commission details

Opportunities for leadership for StopWaste and member agencies
StopWaste and its member agencies have an opportunity to help achieve the desired goals of the Recycling Commission in Alameda 
County by:

• Working with private haulers to better understand current market conditions and where materials are going,
• Building greater transparency in outreach to minimize public confusion,
• Facilitating market development for processing materials domestically,
• Supporting recycling reform legislation,
• Providing accurate information for sorting and upstream waste prevention through the RE:Source search tool.

In December 2020, the Commission released a report outlining 19 preliminary policy 
recommendations to help the state meet its recycling and composting recovery goals. 
The policy proposals focus on actions to:

• Reduce the risk of fire and other hazards in discarded materials and associated 
risks to workers and communities,

• Eliminate some packaging that impedes recycling,
• Reconfigure recycling market development e�orts to improve e�ectiveness,
• Commit to ensure that materials separated for recovery will not be processed in a 

manner that contradicts the environmental and social intent of recovery e�orts.

Recommendations at a glance:

�

View the full Commission report

Food Waste Prevention & Recovery
Build on and support food recovery e�orts required under SB 1383

Market Development
Increase local demand for products made with recycled content

Limiting Acceptance of Recyclables & Organics
Ensure materials accepted are truly recyclable and compostable

Waste Prevention & Reuse
Promote the ability to repair and reuse over replace

Producer Responsibility
Require accurate labeling and responsible design

Access To Recycling Centers
Improve ease of redeeming beverage container deposits
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In 2017, StopWaste began working with the Alameda 
County Resource Conservation District and later additional 
partners (The Natural Resource Conservation Service and 
UC Merced) to add to the body of knowledge on how carbon 
farming can fight climate change through the application 
of compost on range lands. Carbon farming refers to 
practices—including the one-time application of compost—
that increase the ability of the soil and plants to pull carbon 
from the atmosphere and sequester it deep in the soil.  

Over the past two years, 3,500 cubic yards of compost (a 
quarter inch deep) has been applied to over 100 acres at 
StopWaste’s 1,600-acre property near Livermore (in place as 
a landfill reserve), in particular on steep slopes. During this 
time partners have been collecting and analyzing data on 
soil carbon sequestration, greenhouse gas fluxes, changes 
in plant community composition and above-ground biomass, 
water infiltration, and water quality. According to UC Merced 
researchers, the initial results from the 2019 application 
show that the net change in soil carbon in composted plots 
relative to the control plots was 2.4 tons per acre. Additional 
monitoring will take place until at least March 2023.  

In addition to the research on the effects of the compost 
application, the lessons learned regarding materials 
selection, costs, and feasibility will help ranchers, land 
managers, and other stakeholders plan and implement 
future carbon farming projects. For jurisdictions developing 
strategies to comply with California’s SB 1383 procurement 
requirements, carbon farming offers an approach that also 
helps address climate action goals.   

Funding for carbon farming work has come from grants from 
the Department of Water Resources, California Department 
of Food and Agriculture’s Healthy Soils Program, and 
California State Coastal Conservancy. 

Carbon Farming Testing Shows Positive Results

Results show that compost significantly 
increased soil carbon concentrations 
after two years when compared to control 
plots.

Primary Conclusions (so far):

• Compost application is an effective carbon 
farming tool, even on steep slopes

• Gains in carbon are not offset by increases 
in soil greenhouse gas emissions.

• Gathering baseline data is crucial for 
accurate carbon accounting and monitoring.

Compost being spread over 100 acres at the 
Agency’s property near Livermore.


